St Joseph’s R.C. Middle School
Prospectus

Welcome to St Joseph’s R.C. Middle School
I am delighted that you are interested in sending your child to St Joseph’s R.C. Middle School. We look forward to
working closely with all our new pupils and their families in order to make sure that the move from First to Middle
school is as effective as possible.
In our school we seek to create an inclusive community where everybody is valued and nurtured. People routinely
comment on the friendly atmosphere that exists in the school but they also notice that it has a great sense of
purpose. School life is rooted in mutual respect and understanding of each other and our Catholic ethos permeates
our school Mission Statement,

The family of St Joseph's loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Our school aims underpin our Curriculum Intent. Our Curriculum is creative, fulfilling and engaging and aims to
provide our school community with the highest quality education, learning behaviours and wellbeing.
At St Joseph's we are committed to the achievement of every single child regardless of his or her ability. I am proud to
say that our children not only develop a growth mindset but make exceptional progress from their starting points and
achieve impressive results as children progress through the Federation.
As a school we truly believe in strong relationships between home and school, setting the highest standards of
behaviour and work ethic with strong parental support. By working together we will ensure the best outcomes for our
pupils on their spiritual and academic journey.
At St Joseph's we seek to develop the whole child and so provide a wide range of extra-curricular activities for pupils
to experience. Our specialism in Performing Arts means that pupils can access fabulous facilities for Music, Dance and
Drama.
As things currently stand with COVID-19 guidelines we are able to do 1:1 school tours. If this is something you would
be interested I would be honoured to show you around personally.

Mr. P. Naughton
Executive Headteacher
NPQH / NLE

An introduction to St Joseph’s Middle School
St Joseph’s is a well-established, popular middle school in the market town of Hexham. It is
twenty miles west of Newcastle and sit in the beautiful county of Northumberland.
We opened in 1976 as a purpose built middle school and quickly established a reputation
as a happy, friendly and caring Catholic school which provided quality education. Today
we are proud to maintain this reputation, catering for children of all abilities. . We are a
Specialist Arts College in music, art and drama which enables us to build on the many
strengths which already existed in our arts provision.
We are a three form entry middle school. We have three classes per year group with an average
class size of 28 children and we have very dedicated and hardworking staff who fully embrace
the aims of the school. We receive pupils into Y5 from our federated school St Mary’s and due
to the popularity of our school we attract other pupils from 19 feeder schools within a 20 mile
radius.
We are one of three middle schools that feed into Queen Elizabeth High School and those
wishing to continue their journey through Catholic education transfer to St Thomas More in
Blaydon. The majority of our pupils are able to walk to school and those in outlying areas are
able to take school busses.
We always encourage our children to do their best, whatever their ability and we expect the
highest standards in all aspects of school life. This expectation is supported by a very active
and effective home-school partnership.
Visitors and parents comment upon the unique, friendly atmosphere that exists at St. Joseph's
so please feel free to contact the school if you wish to make a visit and experience the school at
work and see that we are at the cutting edge of tradition.

Teaching and Learning at St Joseph’s
Every pupil at St Joseph’s RC Middle School will be given an equal opportunity to learn.
This is crucial to our central aims of raising achievement, developing a thirst for learning,
promoting social inclusion and ensuring all pupils are ready to embrace the next stage in
their education.
At St Joseph's RC Middle School our aim is to ensure that every child learns through access to
a broad and balanced curriculum which is adapted to challenge and support individual
children. We strive to create a stimulating learning environment which will engage all children
and make them want to learn. This means that they will develop a love of learning and a
natural curiosity which will stay with them throughout their life. We monitor children’s
progress and development carefully so that new skills and ideas can be introduced as soon as a
child is ready to progress to the next stage of learning.
The children benefit from specialist teachers in most of their subjects. They will also have
access to specialist facilities in subjects like science, art, food science, design technology and
music.
We also ensure that we prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
of life in modern Britain. These include:
• Democracy
• The rule of law
• Individual liberty
• Mutual respect
• Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs

Pastoral Care at St Joseph’s
Our Christian faith is at the heart of our happy, caring and friendly schools. Ensuring our
students are happy and thriving is absolutely paramount to us, and a central thread to
all that we do at St Joseph’s. Of course we want all of our children to be successful
academically but we also want them to develop good moral attitudes and fulfil their
potential in many different ways.
We understand that all of our students are unique and different, and we strive to teach
them as individuals, aiming to tailor our care to meet their needs. We have a range of
formal and informal pastoral systems operating there to support the child and the wider
family when requires. Parents are encouraged to contact the school with any concerns or
worries that they may have and we will endeavour to ensure and concerns or worries are
met.
One of our key aims is that pupils are ready for the next phase in their lives and we are
justifiably very proud of our record in this.





We have 2 specialised staff trained in ELSA to support children 1:1
We have 10 teaching assistants
We have an inclusion support manager, who ensures children are excelling both
academically and emotionally
We offer over 465 hours of interventions and 250 hours of catch up lessons per
year.

For those children who are identified as having special educational needs we have
specialist staff who can give them some individual attention, thus helping them cope
with the demands of the Curriculum. In addition we have a whole school policy for more
able children. These children are identified as part of the close liaison with our feeder
first schools and by teacher assessment.

Curriculum Enrichment at St Joseph’s
We believe that trips and visits broaden horizons and instil a sense of adventure, leadership,
teamwork and decision making, complementing what goes on in the classroom. Many trips
are organised to link with the topics studied by the children that term. Other trips may be
arranged to develop a particular skill.
Residential Trips:
-

Italian Alps skiing trip
Y6 Lockerbie Manor Adventure Weekend
KS3 London Trip including visits to Parliament, the tower of London and a west end
show
French trip visiting Paris and Mont Saint –Michel

In addition to the residential trips listed, we host day trip s which will support both curricular
and co-curricular learning, such as visits to the theatre, museums, field-studies, enterprise or
engineering projects and sporting fixtures.
Non Residential Trips:
-

Christmas theatre royal trip
Safety works and first aid training
Warkworth castle trip
Hatton Art gallery trip
Great North museum trip
All out adventures trip
Light water valley trip

Extra-Curricular Provision at St Joseph’s
Children are offered the opportunity to participate in a variety of extra-curricular clubs, before
and after the school day.
There are a range of sports clubs organised by our staff and external companies. They include:
dance, golf, football, rugby, netball, hockey, rounders, athletics, cricket, cross country Zumba,
library and learning morning club.

‘We have over 1000 hours of extra-curricular activity hours per
year’
At St Joseph’s we pride ourselves on the creative side of our curriculum. We gained art college
status in 2009 and have just recently received the Music Mark Award. This award is in
recognition of outstanding music teaching. Children have the opportunity to learn an
instrument with one of our 12 peripatetic music teachers.

‘We have 200 pupils attend music lessons each week’
We have just recently started a Breakfast and Learning club at St Joseph’s Muddle School.
Children are able to attend the club for £3.50. They will receive their breakfast and take part in
learning sessions ran By Miss Carr. Children are able to have 1:1 support with their homework
too.

If you are interest in applying for a place and would like to
look around, please contact the school office to arrange a
visit.
St Joseph’s R.C. Middle School
Highford Lane
Hexham
Northumberland
NE46 2DD
Applications can be made via Northumberland County
Council website.
schooladmission@northumberland.gov.uk for assistance

Telephone: 01434605124 or Email:parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

