Statement of the week - Lord, I know I can trust you!
Dear Parent/Carer,
As you will have heard, the Government has announced that schools in England can welcome all
students back to school from 8th March. This is great news and we very much look forward to
everyone returning. I can't thank pupils and parents enough for the sacrifices that have been made
over the last few months. We can now see the light ahead and look forward to welcoming Y5 & Y6
and Key Worker children back on March 8th and Y7 & Y8 back on March 9th. Many of our family
members have now been vaccinated and I am sure it will not be long before our full adult population
are able to access a vaccination. Until this happens, we must all remain vigilant and assume we carry
on respecting our government restriction guidelines.
We are determined to make sure that St Joseph's Catholic Middle School and St Mary's Catholic First
School remain the safest possible environments. Following the school updates from the Prime
Minister we have prepared our site for a large scale testing programme for staff and KS3 pupils. The
tests are simple to administer and are known as a ‘lateral flow test’. Pupils in St Mary’s First School
and Y5 & Y6 will not take these tests.
A letter was sent out earlier this week outlining the arrangements and testing timetables for our KS3
pupils. If you are unsure on your child's class allocated testing times a copy of the letter can also be
found via the following link:
KS3 Lateral Flow letter
A limited number of parking spaces will be reserved for parental parking when parents are
bringing children for testing. Please can parents remain in their car while their child goes to the
mobile classrooms.
Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and pupils to
remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. By
testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as possible.
The test is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it.
Staff will also continue to be tested twice a week as they have been successfully since 4th January
2021.

Although school will be open on Friday 5th March and Monday 8th March for vulnerable children
and those of critical workers, given the amount of testing we will be undertaking on these days, it
would be helpful if students were able to remain at home (other than coming in for scheduled tests).

Further details will follow on home testing arrangements for pupils once they return to school. Pupils
will be shown how to administer these tests before they are sent home for parents to store.
St Mary's will open to all pupils from Monday 8th and the previous arrangements will remain in
place. Pupils and parents are requested not to arrive before their time slots and follow our strict
rules to avoid potential virus transmission.
Drop off and Pick up for St Mary’s Children:
●

●
●
●

Parents are not to enter the school premises in the morning, children should be left at the
school gates where a member of staff will be on duty to supervise children as they join their
class on the school yard at 8.50am
Reception & Y1 children are collected by a parent from the school yard at 2.50pm (along with
any siblings)
Y2 children will leave via the main entrance at 2.50pm (along with any siblings), parents must
socially distance opposite staff cars
Y3 & Y4 will leave school at 3pm via the bottom entrance, parents must wait outside of the
school gates

Next week will be our last full week of online blended learning and remote meetings and assemblies.
The staff will soon be preparing the school for the full returns of pupils. More details on curriculum
changes, clubs, lunches will follow next week. Contact sports begin from March 8th which is fantastic
news to so many children. Again, we hope to ensure there is something for everyone but it may be
Easter before we are up and running with a full complement of clubs. In the meantime we have daily
breakfast clubs available to pupils.
Parent Contact:
●

To minimise any face to face contact with staff, we are asking that if you have any questions
or concerns regarding your child or school, please either ring the school office or send an
email via parentcontact@hexhamstmarys.uk and someone will get back to you as soon as
possible

Lenten Alms updates
As previously mentioned in our virtual assemblies we will be collecting coins to raise money for the
Belauni street special school Zambia. We hope to raise £500.00. When we return to school children
will be thinking of fundraising ideas and in the last week of the spring term we hope to hold a coin
challenge to see if we met our target!
World Book Day:
Across the federation we will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 4th March 2021. We have a
range of different activities taking place across the federation including an exciting ‘Masked Reader’
challenge for children to take part in!
Children’s Writing Competition:
The North East Catholic Writers` Guild are running a literary competition for schoolchildren aged
from 8- 10 years of age. The theme is “Compose a hopeful prayer for this difficult time” The prayer
must be no more than 20 lines long, but the lines do not have to rhyme. Entries must include name,
address, ‘phone number and age and should be sent to: Veronica Whitty, Secretary, Catholic Writers`
Guild (NE), 51 Queen's Crescent, Wallsend, NE28 8DW, or veronicawhitty@hotmail.com

The deadline is Thursday 8th April 2021
Note: Entries exclude anyone related to any member of the Guild or related to anyone connected
with the Northern Cross.
School Council:
This Wednesday the school council met with Mr Rosier and Mr Naughton for an online meeting.
Pupils submitted an agenda and a variety of points were discussed which included:
·
Environmental issues linked with the school and the formation of an eco-council
·
Well-being relating to the lockdown
·
Sports clubs and teams within school as lockdown eases
·
Healthy eating and the new school menu
·
Lunchtime eating arrangements for pupils
·
Practical science lessons
·
Use of musical equipment
As ever, we are very proud of how the pupils addressed all the agenda items in a mature way with
their fellow students in mind at the heart of what they do. If any pupils would like to make
suggestions for the next meeting could they please see their class representatives in the upcoming
weeks.
Well-Being Day - Friday 12th February
We were delighted to hold our first wellbeing day of the year on
Friday 12th February. Our pupils took part in a range of different
‘screen free’ activities including cartoon, lantern and colouring
workshops. Children were encouraged to also go on a sensory
walk, taking notice of smells, sights, and sounds!
Science:
Before half term, Miss Dodds opened a Y6 science competition
asking pupils to create a model related to our solar system. There were no limits on what they could
create and what it was made from as long as it was related to space. We have seen a number of
fantastic entries, everything from the entire solar system to the International Space Station. Miss
Dodds has been so pleased with what has been entered into the competition - it is clear how hard
everyone has worked on their models and there have been some extremely creative ideas! There are
some fantastic pieces of work -well done to everyone who has entered. The winner will be
announced next week, but until then here is a sneak peek at some of the entries which were
received! Keep your eyes peeled for the announcement next week!

National Careers Week:
Previously at St Joseph's we have had many people into school to talk about their careers choices,
and to share with us what their job roles entail.
We have covered a broad spectrum from Paul Mooney the weather man to the flavourist at
Fentimans!
Due to the current Covid restrictions, when so many are working from home and the whole nation is
seeing much change to how they work, we also need to change our approach and deliver this in a
very different way this year.
As a result, RE teachers will be talking to all children next week through their live lessons and the
resources will be shared in their Google classroom. Here is the link to the NCW resources
https://nationalcareersweek.com/ where you will also find the parents' guide.
BBC - Junior Bake Off:
Have you been really busy in the kitchen during lockdown?
Could you prepare a meal for your family without help?
Do you like to try out new recipes and experiment with unusual combinations of ingredients?
Do you like to take time presenting your dishes?
Are you cool under pressure and aged between 9-15years?
If the answer to these questions is a big yes, you might discuss with your family the possibility of
entering this year’s Junior Bake Off, which will be filmed this July.
The preparation will involve a lot of time, ingredients, expense and washing up! but it would be a
great opportunity if you were successful in getting a place.
If you are interested in applying, watch the past programmes on catch up to see what is involved.
Make a collection of recipes and take photographs of the dishes you make. Remember the comments
of your family in order to perfect them.
Look out for flyers in your classroom when you return to school.
Interested bakers can apply online at http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
Let us know what is going on – Keep in touch
Please send in regular emails and updates from home and we
will inform staff of any news. We love to see what you have
been doing during Lockdown!
Bake Off
Well done to everyone who participated and congratulations to
all our winners.
Our final baking challenge will be judged on Tuesday 2nd March
2021. Mr Naughton has set the challenge of cupcakes, they can
be any flavour or theme! We can't wait to see what you create if the last 5 weeks are anything to go by we are in for a treat!

Finally, our biggest competition to date has been launched by Richard Bell catering manager to the
BWCET. £70 could be yours, simply name the Canteen and produce a brand logo to fit in with our
school ethos. See below for more details.

Again, I urge people to follow the rules of this current lockdown. We should only leave home to :
●
●
●
●
●
●

shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable person
go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable services, if you cannot reasonably do so from
home
exercise with your household (or support bubble) or one other person, this should be limited
to once per day, and you should not travel outside your local area.
meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where necessary, but only if you are legally
permitted to form one
seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk of harm (including domestic abuse)
attend education or childcare - for those eligible

Stay safe,

Mr Paul Naughton

