St Joseph’s Catholic Middle
School

Y5 Transition Booklet
All you need to know about starting school in September 2021
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1. Introduction
We have put together this booklet to provide families of pupils who
will be joining us in Y5 in September, with information and advice to
assist in the transition from First to Middle school. We hope this will
help to make that process as smooth as possible and hopefully allay
any concerns.
We are aware that under current conditions the situation may alter
going forward but the information provided would be the normal
routines that we have in school without Covid-19 restrictions.
At the back of the booklet are a number of important
forms/documents which we would like you to complete and return
to school as soon as possible.

Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid, for the
Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go
Joshua 1:9

2. Welcome from the Executive Head teacher
Dear Parent/Carer,
I am delighted that your child will be joining us in September 2020. We look forward
to working closely with all our new pupils and their families in order to make sure that
the move from First to Middle school is as effective as possible.
In our school we seek to create an inclusive community where everybody is valued
and nurtured. People routinely comment on the friendly atmosphere that exists in the
school but they also notice that it has a great sense of purpose. School life is rooted
in mutual respect and understanding of each other and our Catholic ethos permeates
our school Mission Statement,
"Embrace the spirit and teachings of the Catholic Faith while striving for
excellence in all aspects of school life".
Our school aims underpin our Curriculum Intent. Our Curriculum is creative,
fulfilling and engaging and aims to provide our school community with the highest
quality education, learning behaviours and wellbeing.
At St Joseph's we are committed to the achievement of every single child regardless
of his or her ability. I am proud to say that our children not only develop a growth
mindset but make exceptional progress from their starting points and achieve
impressive results as children progress through the Federation.
As a school we truly believe in strong relationships between home and school,
setting the highest standards of behaviour and work ethic with strong parental
support. By working together we will ensure the best outcomes for our pupils on their
spiritual and academic journey.
At St Joseph's we seek to develop the whole child and so provide a wide range of
extra-curricular activities for pupils to experience. Our specialism in Performing Arts
means that pupils can access fabulous facilities for Music, Dance and Drama.
Under the current Covid-19 conditions it may not be possible to meet in person
before your child transfers but we will be arranging to make contact in the very near
future to begin the home/school partnership which we value strongly. I look forward
to meeting you and your child and working with you and them in the future.
Mr. P. Naughton
Executive Headteacher

NPQH / NLE

3. Useful contact information
Key Staff
Mr P Naughton

Executive
Headteadher

TEL 01434 605124
parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

Mrs K Seddon

Executive Deputy
Headteacher

TEL 01434 605124
parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

Mrs L Dotchin

SENDCo

TEL 01434 605124
parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

Mrs E Stoves

Inclusion Support
Manager

TEL 01434 605124
parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
Highford Lane
Hexham
Northumberland
NE46 2DD

Other useful contacts
School
Northumberland Tel :01670 624889
Admissions County Council

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Schooladmissions-places-appeals1.aspx#schooladmissionplacesandappeals

School
Transport

Northumberland Tel :01670 624079
County Council

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Schooltransport-1/Transport.aspx#hometoschooltransport

4. School Uniform
Uniform can be purchased from:
SALTO UK Ltd
Tel: 01661 835 240
E mail: enquiries@saltouk.com
Website: https://www.saltouk.com/
N.B All orders must be placed online at present due to
Covid-19 restrictions.

Order forms are available on the Salto website or
the St Joseph’s school website.
BOYS BLAZER *

BOYS WHITE SHIRT AND TIE *

OPTIONAL JUMPER

GREY SCHOOL TROUSERS*

GIRLS BLAZER *

GIRLS WHITE SHIRT AND TIE*

OPTIONAL JUMPER

NAVY SCHOOL TROUSERS OR
SKIRT*

Black polishable school shoes only – trainer like shoes are not permitted under any circumstances.
Girls in Y5 and Y6 will also have the option to wear a summer dress in pale blue and white gingham with a plain
navy cardigan.
(N.B Shirts and trousers/skirts can be purchased from any shop/supermarket)

All uniform should be marked with a child’s forename and surname so it can be identified easily.
Jewellery
 Watch
 Earrings (1 pair only and they must be removed for PE or you will not be allowed to take part in PE for
Health and Safety) should be gold, blue or silver studs
 Necklace – crucifix or cross only
No nail varnish or fake nails
Hairstyles
 Extreme hairstyles are not allowed. Hair must be blended if hair is cut short

No lines or steps allowed
 Hair colouring is permitted for Y8 only but must be in natural colours
 No makeup allowed

5. School P.E Kit
BOYS POLO SHIRT*

BOYS P.E SHORTS/JOGGERS*

NAVY HOODY

BOYS BLUE P.E SOCKS*

GIRLS POLO SHIRT*

GIRLS P.E SKORT/LEGGINGS*

NAVY HOODY

GIRLS BLUE P.E SOCKS*







Trainers do not need to be any specific colour/style
Children should always bring their P.E Kit. If you are excused from taking part physically you
will still get changed (if possible) and be engaged in the learning of the lesson
Sanctions are in place for when students forget their P.E Kit
The correct P.E kit should be brought to every lesson
Any pupils with long hair are expected to bring a hair bobble to every lesson to tie their hair
back

All P.E Kit should be marked with a child’s forename and surname so it can be identified easily.

6. School Equipment

Children must bring the following equipment with them to school:






A pencil case
A pencil
A 30cm ruler
A pencil sharpener






2 Blue Handwriting Pens
Eraser
Colour Pencils
Red and Green Biro

A pupil’s school bag should be large enough to carry their
equipment, planner, reading book and some exercise books.

(Please note: These images are
representative examples of
appropriate school bags)

7. Uniform and Equipment Checklist
Item

Tick when
purchased

Item

A Pencil
A School Blazer
A Pencil Case

White Shirt or Blouse
and Tie

A 30cm Ruler

Grey or Navy
Trousers or Skirt

A Pencil
Sharpener

Black Polishable
School Shoes

2 Blue
Handwriting
Pens

Navy P.E Polo Top

Eraser

P.E Shorts or Joggers

Colour
Pencils

P.E Socks

P.E Hoody
Red and
Green Biro
School Bag

P.E Trainers

Tick when
purchased

8. Getting to School
At St Joseph’s we have a wide catchment area with pupils using a lot of
different modes of transport. The table below is designed to help you with
some of the different transport methods available.

On foot

By Car

Many of our pupils live within walking distance of St
Joseph’s Catholic Middle School, and use this to their
advantage by taking the healthy option and walking
to school, which we would encourage. They access
the school yard either via the Highford Lane entrance
or via the steps leading up from the bus layby on the
Allendale Road.
Where possible if you need to drive your child to
school we do encourage parents/carers dropping off
pupils at a 5 minute walk radius and children walk to
school from the drop off point. Arrangements should
be made with your child to meet at the end of the
day when collecting.
In an emergency situation parents/carers may drop
off/pick up via the drop off bay in the school car park.
Please note if you require a disabled parking bay you
may enter the school at any time and park in the
designated bay.

By Bus

If your child requires school transport please see the
contact information page for details of where to find
information. When travelling by school transport the
bus will drop off either in the bus park on the
Allendale Road, or over at the HYDRO building at
QEHS. Children should receive information from
Northumberland County Council on their bus route
and where and what time they are dropped off and
collected. A bus buddy will be introduced to any Y5
pupils travelling on school transport and they will
escort children until they are comfortable with the
arrangements

9. What will my day be like?
KS2 Structure of the Day
08:40 – 08:55
08:55 – 09:55
09:55 – 10:55
10:55 – 11:10
11:10 – 11:25
11:25 – 12:25
12:25 – 13:20
13:20 – 13:30
13.30 14.20
14.20 – 15.10

Registration
Lesson 1
Lesson 2
Assembly/Form Time
Break
Lesson 3
Lunch
Registration
Lesson 4
Lesson 5

This is an example of a Y5 timetable, showing the subjects you will be
studying at St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School. (correct timings are above)

9. What will my day be like? (Cont.)
The main school hall is where we hold Collective Worship and School
Assemblies. We have KS2 assemblies where Y5 and Y6 attend and whole school
assemblies with all years. PE lessons also take place in the school hall.
St Joseph’s can provide a hot school meal every day. Pupils can choose to have
either a school meal or a packed lunch; this can be chosen on a daily basis. Mrs
Hudson our Catering Manager provides a range of meals and will cater for
most dietary requirements. Parents will pay for meals online using ParentPay
(login details will be provided) and balances can be accessed at any time on
your account. We use a biometric system for recording meals using an
individual fingerprint (see form at end of booklet).
We have two playground yards for use at break times. In the summer we open
up the school field for playtimes/lunch breaks.
We have a number of specialist classrooms in St Joseph’s. We have an ICT
Suite, Science Lab, Cookery Room, DT Room, Music Room, Art Room and a
Library.

9. What will my day be like? (Cont.)
School Planner
On your first day you will be given a school planner for the year.
The planner contains:
School expectations.
Behaviour expected at St Joseph’s and the rewards/sanctions system.
Our Home School Agreement which will be signed by you, your parents and
your form teacher.
Weekly pages where you will record any homework, spellings and a reading
record. There is also a section for messages which parents and teachers will
use to send messages between school and home.

Pastoral Care
If you are worried about anything you can speak to your form teacher. We also
have Mrs Stoves (Inclusion Support Manager) and Mrs Storey (TA) who are
available to give help and support if you need it.
At the back of the booklet is a questionnaire which you can complete to let us
know how we can help you with any questions you may have.

10. Homework
At St Joseph’s we believe that there is value in children completing regular
homework to complement their work in lessons. A copy of school’s full
homework policy is on the school website.
An integral part of homework is the expectations that children read for at least
20 minutes each night. They are expected to note that they have read in their
planner too.
In addition the children will have weekly form time spellings and subject
vocabulary to learn. Revision and consolidation of any aspects of school’s
Calculation Policy for mathematics, which is on the website, is also
encouraged.
Y5 pupils will be given weekly English and mathematics homework other
subjects will be set ocassionally and will be available on the website..
The length of the subject homework will vary but an average will be 30 mins.
The form teacher will organise a homework timetable for the year in liaison
with the Executive Headteacher.

11. What do I do if…
Problem
If I am late?
I am being bullied or I know someone
who is?

Who to ask and where
Enter through the main door and sign in at the school
office.
Tell somebody – your teacher, parent/guardian or a
friend.

I have a doctors/dentist appointment

Ask your parent to write your appointment in the
comment box in your planner.

I have lost something

You can check the lost property box in the school
canteen. If it is not in the school canteen, tell your
teacher. All property should be marked with your
name.
See your teacher or ask a parent/guardian, brother,
sister or friend about it .
Confess! Explain to your teacher before the lesson.

I don’t understand my homework
I have forgotten my homework or P.E
Kit
I get something confiscated
I don’t feel well
What do I do/where do I go on my
first day?

Arrange when it can be collected with the teacher
who has confiscated it.
Tell your teacher, you may be sent to the school
office.
On your first day at St. Joseph’s you can come in
through the main entrance, after this you must use
the pupil entrances and exits. You will be given a
buddy who will show you where they are.

How will I know where to go to catch
the school bus home?

On your first day at St. Joseph’s you will be introduced
to a bus buddy who will be on your bus. They will be
an older pupil who will meet you at the end of each
day for the first week to escort you to the bus.

I bring my mobile phone to school?

If you bring a mobile phone to school it must be
handed in at the beginning of the day. A member of
office staff will be in the hall to collect the phones and
they will be kept in the office until the end of the day.
You will collect the phone from the hall at the end of
the day.

Forms to complete
Pupil admission form
Home School Agreement
Parental consent form
Photo/Video Permission form
Acceptable Use Policy
Biometric form for school dinners
Parental questionnaire
Pupil questionnaire
Included:
Kidz Zone Wrap Around Care

Appendix
For information on privacy and how we use the data provided please see our
GDPR policies on the school website https://www.hexhamstjosephs.uk/gdpr/

