St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves,learns and grows together as followers
of Jesus

Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 24th September 2021
Statement to Live By
‘Celebrating Others’
Dear Parents, Guardians,
It was wonderful to welcome so many parents to this week's pastoral parents’ evenings at St Joseph's. After 18
months without parents in school it was lovely to see everyone back and well.
I do hope this is just the beginning of parental involvement and the day to day contact with school that we had
before.

On Thursday, we welcomed both Fr Luke and Fr Jeff into St Joseph's for a tour and
a brief introduction to our pupils. Both Fr Jeff and his assistant will be working
closely with our schools this academic year and into the future. Fr Jeff was kind
enough to officially open our Chapel at the front of school which will have multi
use for staff and pupils, as well as a variety of clubs.

With a recent accident and the opening of Queen Elizabeth High School and Hexham Middle School, parents
may have noticed that we have a very heavy staffing presence on Allendale Road and Causey Hill to help
prevent any accidents occurring. All pupils now board a coach for a 400m trip to the new coach park at QEHS.
Pupils are escorted to individual buses so that no child misses a bus or taxi home. So far this seems to be
working well. If any parents would like to share any concerns then feel free to contact school or the NCC
transport team.
Finally, we had a camera team in school this week making a new promotional video that we will hopefully
launch next week. Many thanks to all who helped with the organisation and the making of this video,
particularly our Y8s who shared their memories of their time so far at St Joseph’s.
Feast Days:
St. Vincent was born in Ranquine, France, the son of a peasant farmer. He was able to study and become a
priest in 1600. He was traveling by sea when Barbary pirates captured him; he survived two hard years as a
slave, but escaped to Rome and later, Paris. It was there that he met Cardinal Pierre de Berulle, who influenced
Vincent to devote his life to charitable works. His feast day is September 27th.

School Council Elections:
This week, pupils have been taking part in the School Council elections. There has been a great uptake from
pupils and in some classes, as many as half of the pupils have wanted to stand. KS3 gave their speeches on
Tuesday to their respective form classes with KS2 pupils giving theirs on Thursday. The pupils then voted on
who they felt would best represent their voices for the coming year. We are looking to give successful
candidates more responsibility than ever before this year, and they will have the opportunity to leave a lasting
legacy here at St. Joseph’s. I will announce the successful candidates to the whole school on Monday and look
forward to working with this year’s school councillors.
Y5 Trip to Weardale Activity Centre - 6-8th October.
On Tuesday 28th September, 6.00pm, I look forward to welcoming Y5 parents into school for our information
evening ahead of the Y5 trip to Weardale in October. This is, we hope, our first residential trip of many this
academic year. If any Y5 parents are still undecided we still have a few spaces available. Alternatively, if any
parents are financially not able to pay for the trip but still want their child to have such a valuable experience,
then please ring me as I may be able to help.
St Joseph’s Open Days and Open Evening:
A school where children thrive...
Visit one of our Open Days on Tuesday 28th or Wednesday 29th
September or our Open Evening on Wednesday 29th September at
6:30pm, to discover the best educational opportunities for your
child.
We are also happy to show you around our school during
September.
To arrange a visit please call: 01434 605124 or email
parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

Middle School Admissions:
If your child was born between 1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013. Your child is due to start Y5 in
September 2022. Online Admissions Portal for middle, high and secondary schools opened on the 12th of
September 2021 the closing date is 31st October 2021.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/School-admissions-places-appeals-1.aspx
High School Admissions:
If your child was born between 1 September 2008 and 31 August 2009. Your child is due to start Y9 in
September 2022. Online Admissions Portal for middle, high and secondary schools opened on the 12th of
September 2021 the closing date is 31st October 2021.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/School-admissions-places-appeals-1.aspx
Food Technology
Last week, Y7 and 8 started their food technology lessons. Both year
groups started by making soup, pupils had the choice of either leek and
potato or Thai butternut squash. Students developed their knife skills,
mastering the bridge and claw grip to ensure safe cooking. Everyone
seemed to love their first practical lesson and had a real taste of what is
to come in food tech this year. This week, Y7 have been investigating the
importance of breakfast and were shocked to discover that up to 40% of
teenagers don't eat breakfast. As a result, Y7 have been tasked with
creating a breakfast-to-go bar in the form of a fruit flapjack - we can't
wait to see some of their creations. Y8 have been looking at the Eatwell
plate, this has supported work they've been doing in science and the
importance of having a balanced diet and access to enough fruit and
vegetables. Next week, Y8 pupils will be making a tomato and basil ragu

and will discuss the versatility of the recipe to know how it can easily be adapted to support a balanced diet.

Sports at St Joseph’s:
It has been another busy week at St Joseph’s with well over 150
pupils attending at least 1 sports club.
If your child would like to attend a sports club please contact the
school office.

Macmillan Cake Stall:
Today, we held our cake stall in aid of Macmillan cancer research. We were
absolutely blown away with the response to our appeal for cakes. Thank you
to each and every one of you who either donated or bought cakes for this
very worthy cause. Every penny that we raise means Macmillan can be right
there for more people living with cancer. We raised a very impressive
£274.50!
We still have some cakes left that will be on sale on Monday break time and
the sale of these should take our total to over £300.00. Well done everyone!

Vacancies:
We currently have vacancies for a TA at St Joseph’s and 2 cleaners across our schools. For more information,
please see the school website under ‘Our School’ - ‘Vacancies’.
Uniform:
We have a number of un-named items of uniform in school. If your child is missing any uniform, please ask
them to check lost property and please label all items of uniform clearly with your child's name.
World Mental Health Day:
St Joseph’s will be celebrating world mental health day by having a “Wear it Yellow Day “ on the 8th October.
Pupils can come to school wearing yellow or simply home clothes if they prefer. They will have an assembly
during the week to encourage positive mental health and well being. A donation of £1 would be greatly
appreciated and this money will be going to the charity Mind.
I would also like to wish one of our parents Alison Cessford who is running the London Marathon for this
charity the best of luck.
Easy Fundraising:
Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The school is
now registered with easyfundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday online
shopping. All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easyfundraising website or App,
shop as usual and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/

Board Game Club:
Board Game Club started this Tuesday and was a
great success. It will run every Tuesday in P1, all year
groups welcome.

PTA AGM:
Both Mrs Stoves and myself are incredibly excited about our first PTA welcome meeting for parents of SJMS.
The PTA AGM will be held on Tuesday 28th September at 7pm in St. Joseph's school hall. If you would like to
be part of our PTA but cannot attend the meeting please contact Eleanor Stoves Tel: 01434 605124

PTA Upcoming Events:
●
●
●

Book Stall will be held at break again this Tuesday all books will be 50p each
Thank you to everyone who took part in Roald Dahl Day we made a grand total of £164.20
Disco 15th October 2021 7pm-8.30pm. If you are able to help on the night please contact Eleanor
Stoves Tel: 01434 605124

NCC SEND Newsletter:
The Local Authority is now sending out a regular e-Newsletter to anyone interested in SEND in
Northumberland. Please sign up using the link below:
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Children/Northumberland-Local Offer-SEND-0-to-25-years.aspx

Covid Update:
COVID cases have risen steeply as expected. Please can I ask parents to make sure that anyone who feels
under the weather and has COVID symptoms has a PCR test immediately rather than send pupils into school.
Gospel
Today’s reading is from the Gospel of Mark. John said to Jesus, “Master, we saw a man who is not one of us
casting out devils in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.” But Jesus said, “You
must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not
against us is for us. If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, then I tell you
solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward. “But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of
these little ones who have faith, would be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck.
And if your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have
two hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot should cause you to sin, cut it
off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye
should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than to
have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their worm does not die nor their fire go out.”
Teacher’s prayer
Dear Lord,
Thank you for this opportunity to nurture the faith of the children in my care.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, lead and guide me and bless each and every child with an
open heart and mind to hear your Word.
In your name, Jesus, Amen

On behalf of Governors and
staff, may we wish you a happy
weekend.
Mr P Naughton

.

