St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves,learns and grows together as followers
of Jesus

Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 22nd October 2021
Statement to Live By
‘Love your Leaders’

Dear Parents, Guardians
Half term has finally arrived after a fantastic start at St Joseph’s. I am delighted with the attitude and
behaviour of all our pupils who have worked so hard over the last seven weeks. Next week is a great
opportunity for pupils to recharge and get ready for the most exciting part of the Advent Term.
Again, we are starting to see COVID levels rise across the local community and we do have interim measures
ready to put in place if we start to see cases rise in school in order to keep everyone safe. Let's hope we can
continue to avoid returning to covid restrictions over the Autumn and Winter period. Please can everyone
continue to test weekly and refrain from coming to school with COVID related symptoms. If a child is showing
symptoms can I ask parents to take your child for a PCR as a precaution.
Our vaccination program was rolled out only two weeks ago and we had nearly everyone vaccinated who was
eligible, which was brilliant.
I do apologise for not communicating as readily over the last few weeks as is normal, this is primarily due to
the fact that we have only a limited number of admin running two schools. We have a small amount of staff
absence and we are desperately trying to recruit admin support as soon as we possibly can. Can I ask that
parents are patient if we don't get back as quickly as we normally do with queries.
I am delighted that Fr Luke and Fr Jeff have been able to accommodate both our schools so that class
Masses can now restart. Following on from last week's Y5 Mass, St Mary’s church welcomed Mrs
Oakes and the Y4 children to Mass this week. We have been congratulated by one of the Mass stewards on the
exemplary behaviour of all the children attending.
Our Sacramental preparation is well under way and I am also really pleased that we have a large
number of Y4 and Y5 children who have signed up and are ready to start preparing for their First Holy
Communion next year. If anyone is unsure about the arrangements that are in place please contact
St Mary's Parish office on 01434 603119.
I am also pleased that our new SVP Youth will be running a Food Bank collection in each form class from
Monday 1st November. Please can parents send long life food items into school to add to our collection. All
food will be weighed weekly as we will have form class food bank collection winners, with an overall tally
champion to be awarded at Christmas.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pat from our Parish who is working with the SVP Youth on a
number of projects. These include prayers for the sick and elderly, carol singing and hopefully a visit to
Newcastle's Soup Kitchen.
Feast Days: THE BLESSED MARTYRS OF DOUAI COLLEGE.
th
It is the Feast Day commemorating the Martyrs of Douai College on Saturday 30
October 2021. After the suppression of Catholicism under Elizabeth I, priests could
no longer be trained in England. In 1568, The English College at Douai, France, was
founded by William (later Cardinal) Allen to educate English Catholics, and in
particular to act as a seminary training priests to enter England covertly, minister
to English Catholics, and attempt the re-conversion of England to the faith. Simply
being a Catholic priest was high treason in England at this time, with the penalty of
hanging, drawing and quartering. During the next 100 years, over 500 priests were
trained there for the English mission, and over 160 of these were martyred. Each
time the news of another execution reached the College, a solemn Mass of
thanksgiving was sung. Many of these martyrs were beatified in 1929; others in
1987. In 1970, some of them were canonised. During the French revolution, when British property was
confiscated in France, the College moved to England, and produced two new seminaries: St Edmund’s, Ware
and St.Cuthbert’s, Ushaw.
Year of St. Joseph.
This half term we have dedicated two Collective Worships to St. Joseph. We have
celebrated the virtues of Courageousness and Creativity. The year 8’s and Spiritual
Council were brilliant at planning and leading these whole school celebrations.

School Council Elections:
In our last newsletter, I mentioned that we were holding School Council elections. On Monday 27th
September, we announced the results to the children and now I am delighted to announce our new
School Councillors are:
5M - Isla Jameson
5S - Izic Malia
6D - Elektra Wise
6H - Jake Liddle
7S - Lloyd Murray
7RG - Jimmy Coulson
7H - Rose Burke
8C - Olivia Courtney
8S - Lauren Famelton
8D - Josie Murray
We have big things planned this year with our new council and have welcomed the opportunity to
start working with them.
House Captains:
We are very pleased to announce our new house captains. Each
candidate delivered a speech to their respective houses and the
pupils voted for their favourite. The speeches were excellent and we
are pleased to announce the house captain of Bede is Jacob,

Cuthbert is Hannah and Oswald is Alice. Well done everyone who took part. We are certain these house
captains will do a great job!
Please see below for information on middle and high school applications:
Can I remind any parents who are in the position to apply for a middle or high school place, that the deadline
for applications is the 31st October. St Joseph's has always been a popular destination for families in the area
and I would encourage people to apply soon.
Middle School Admissions:
If your child was born between 1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013. Your child is due to start Y5 in
September 2022. Online Admissions Portal for middle, high and secondary schools opened on the 12th of
September 2021 the closing date is 31st October 2021.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/School-admissions-places-appeals-1.aspx
High School Admissions:
If your child was born between 1 September 2008 and 31 August 2009. Your child is due to start Y9 in
September 2022. Online Admissions Portal for middle, high and secondary schools opened on the 12th of
September 2021 the closing date is 31st October 2021.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/School-admissions-places-appeals-1.aspx
Music Evening:
On Tuesday this week we had the Year 5/6 instrument night. Pupils got to listen to various instruments and
hear from our peripatetic instrument tutors. Parents wishing their child to take up a musical instrument must
fill in the relevant forms sent via ParentMail.
Warkworth Castle:

It has been a pleasure taking all 3 classes in Y7 to Warkworth Castle this week. We got fairly wet on
Tuesday, but thankfully we were lucky with the weather on both Wednesday and Friday. The pupils
were all excellent and we had comments from members of
the public as well as staff at Warkworth
about how much of a credit they were to the school. It was
great to have the chance to take our
learning into the field and study a real physical piece of
history. It has linked seamlessly with our
topic on the Norman Conquest and helps to build a picture of
how the Normans conquered England
after defeating Harold Godwinson in the Battle of Hastings.
The children really enjoyed bringing
history back to life!!

Y8 Visit to Wentworth Jobs Fair:

Today our Y8 pupils went down to the Wentworth Leisure Centre to attend the ‘Tynedale Jobs Fair’
as part of their career education. Pupils got the chance to talk to local and national companies and
ask key questions about different work sectors, relevant qualifications needed and possible avenues
to work. All pupils commented on how interesting the fair was and we hope that it gave them an
insight into future career paths.

Sports Superstars:

Every month we look to recognise the efforts of our children in sport
by awarding pupils the Sports Superstar of the month award. This
award could be given for pupils’ effort in lessons, for helping others
in sport or for trying a club for the first time. Please find below the
Sports Superstars for this half term.
September

October

5M

Owen, Martha

5M

Tabatha, Finn

5S

Taylor, Beth

5S

Ava, Bertie

6D

Penny

6D

Hannah H-J

6H

Jake

6H

Olly

7H

Aimee

7H

Jake

7RG

Megan, Max

7RG

Jimmy, Fayah

7S

Peter

7S

Chloe, Henry

8C

Pippa

8C

Fraser

8D

Esme

8D

William

8S

Ethan

8S

Kate

PE Kit Expectations
● All pupils must come in full PE kit to all PE lessons; pupils who are excused from their PE lesson with a
note from a parent/carer, must also come in PE kit and will be asked to engage with alternative
activities during the lesson (such as adopting the role of an official or leader).
● Long hair must be tied back, so it is important for pupils to bring a bobble to their PE lesson.
● All jewellery, including studs, retainers and watches, must be removed for all lessons. While we want
all pupils to be actively involved in our PE lessons, if a pupil refuses to remove items that are not
permitted for their PE lesson then they will not take part.
Many thanks in advance for your support.
Y8 Sports Leaders
On Thursday 14th October, we held our interviews for the Y8 sports leaders roles. 41 Y8 pupils submitted a
letter of interest and were involved in the interview process. Mr Secker, Mrs Seddon and Mr Naughton were

blown away by the maturity of the pupils, the standard of their letters and responses in their interviews. As a
result it was a very difficult job to select the 20 pupils who will work as Sports Leaders this year. We look
forward to introducing the Sports Leaders to the rest of the school after half term and can’t wait to work with
them to provide further sporting opportunities to pupils of all year groups for the rest of the year.
Sports Clubs:
Attendance has been extremely high at our clubs this half term whether it be pupils coming to school early for
running club, playing football at lunchtime or staying behind after school for golf or hockey. With the dark
nights rolling in our hockey club will be taking a break until the Spring. The golf club will move to the Hall for
indoor skills and will be limited to 20 pupils from Y5-Y7. If your child is interested in this club, even if they
participated this half term, please can you complete the form
on ParentMail and we will get back in touch to confirm
whether your child has a place for next half term.
Running club will now be available for pupils from all year
groups on a Tuesday and a Friday morning from 8.20am. It is
a great way to start your day!
All lunchtime football clubs will continue up to Christmas and
with the new Sports Leaders we look forward to announcing
more clubs in the coming weeks!

CHILDREN IN NEED:
On Friday 5th November we will be taking part in the Big Fancy Dress Singalong for Children in Need.
We would like to invite our pupils to come to school in fancy dress or in home clothes with fancy dress
accessories.
We will be singing along to Calvin Harris ft. Tom Grennan's 'By Your Side'.
https://ne-np.facebook.com/bbcradionewcastle/videos/301310271461698/
Easy Fundraising:
Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The school is
now registered with easyfundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday online
shopping. All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easyfundraising website or App,
shop as usual and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/
PTA News and Upcoming Events:
St Joseph's Disco last Friday was a huge success and I can't thank pupils enough for their brilliant behaviour.
We had approximately 200 pupils on the night and we look forward to the next one. Many thanks to the mums
who helped Eleanor Stoves and the staff out in this wonderful fundraising event. A grand total of £732.00 was
raised. Well done everyone!
Upcoming events:
8/11/2021 - Bags2school collection - please send into school any unwanted clothing, shoes, hats, belts,
handbags, bedding, curtains and towels
03/12/2021 - Christmas Fair
10/12/2021 - Christmas Disco
If you can help out at the fair or disco please contact Eleanor Stoves Tel: 01434 605124
Class hampers for the Christmas raffle are as follows:

5M - Green

7H - Red

5S - Purple

7S - Blue
7RG - Pink

6D - Silver and Black

8C - Smellies

6H - Orange and Gold

8D - Bottles
8S - Sweets

Children are asked to bring into school something for their class hamper and raffle tickets will be sold. Items
can be brought in after half term.
Donations can be sent into school week beginning 22nd November for the Christmas Fair. Donations needed
will be toys, games, soft toys, gift bags, bric a brac, books and one the day cakes and biscuits.
Each class will also be holding their own stall so donations will be needed for your child's stall depending on
what they plan to do.

Thank you all for your ongoing support with the PTA and I look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas Fair.

Drama Workshop at Hexham Abbey:
Hexham Abbey will be hosting a Drama Workshop on the morning of 6th November, open to students aged 913. There are only twenty-four places available and demand may be high, so book early by emailing
admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk to reserve a place. Students are asked to arrive at the Great Hall between
9.30am and 10.00am for a ten o’clock start, and will be finished shortly before midday. Please ensure
registration forms are returned to the Abbey by 4th November.
The theme of the workshops is ‘Plots and Plans’. Comfortable clothing is advised. Vivien and Margi are
experienced drama teachers, and all adults present will have full DBS checks.
If you have any questions please contact admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk
Gospel

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you.” He replied, “What do you wish [me] to do for you?” They answered him, “Grant that
in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know
what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am
baptized?” They said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give
but is for those for whom it has been prepared.” When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and
John. Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so
among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first
among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

Our Teacher’s Prayer
Dear Lord,
Thank you for this opportunity to nurture the faith of the children in my care.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, lead and guide me as I prepare this week of lessons and bless each and every
child with an open heart and mind to hear your Word.
In your name, Jesus, Amen

On behalf of Governors and
staff, may we wish you a happy
half term.
Mr P Naughton

.

