St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves,learns and grows together as followers
of Jesus

Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 12th November 2021
Statement to Live By
Speaking His Language

Dear Parents, Guardians
On Thursday our school community took part in our annual Remembrance Day
prayer service and two minute silence to say thank you to those who have died
or have been injured in war. Our pupils, yet again, showed how much respect
and dignity they have for our armed forces with their impeccable behaviour
throughout the service. A special thanks must go to Mrs Coulson for preparing
the pupils during the week, Mr Rosier and Mr Hignett for the performance of
the Last Post, our pupils Hannah, Matthew and Lara for wonderful poems and
finally Corporal Thompson, 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment for attending the
service on behalf of the armed forces.
Following the service at school, our head boy and head girl attended a short
wreath laying ceremony at the Cenotaph at the Sele Park, along with Corporal
Thompson and Lance Bombardier Armstrong. The wreaths contained a message
of hope and peace from all our school community.

Y6 Parents’ Evening:
I do apologise for having to cancel the planned face to face parent evenings for
our Y6 parents. However, I am delighted that we have had an excellent response
from parents who have booked a consultation telephone call. These will take
th
th
place on Tuesday 16 and Thursday 18 November with the Y6 form teachers
who will have a brief report from subject teachers.
You can book an appointment through the Parents Evening tab on ParentMail.
You have also been asked to fill in a form with the name and telephone number
of the person who will be receiving the call.
Please note: These are two separate forms, please make sure you have booked an appointment for your
telephone call.

Feast Days:
SAINT HILDA
It is the Feast Day of Saint Hilda on Tuesday 17th November.
Hilda was born in Northumbria in 614 and died at Whitby on this day in 680. baptised as a child by Paulinus,
she became a nun at the age of 33, eventually becoming Abbess of Hartlepool before moving to the double
monastery of Whitby, which under her leadership became a great centre of learning, literature and the arts.
Renowned for her wisdom, she was consulted by kings and bishops alike. At her monastery she hosted the
decisive Synod of 664. Though herself sympathetic to the Celtic tradition, she loyally accepted the Synod’s
decision, which was that the Church in England would follow Roman customs. She is remembered for her
patronage of learning, and for her leadership of the English Church during a formative period.
Remembrance Day Poems:
In English, year 8 are studying the World War 1 poets and for homework they have crafted their own
amazing poems. Every year we are moved by their perceptions of war and their sensitivity when
they create these poems. Well done to Lara, Matthew and Hannah who read out their work in our
Remembrance assembly and to all our year 8 who have produced work they can be really proud of.

“War” by Olivia S

Gallop into the Winter Night (War Horse) by Abi H

Standing tall,
Standing proud,
Marching off to battle,
Guns aloud.

As I galloped into the winter night,
No living human was in sight,
Snowflakes twinkled in my mane,
Watching my friends die plunged my heart into pain,
My hoof prints stained the snow blood red,
The soldier I knew must surely be dead,
The piercing howl of the artillery haunt my dreams,
Propaganda posters lie, war is not what it seems,
My friends are dropping just like flies,
I had no time to say “goodbye”
Terror struck the battlefield,
My shattered heart,
The night I escaped war.

Although he cannot say a word,
His heart is full of pride,
Marching off to battle,
Side by side.
Men of all ages,
Big and small,
Marching off to battle,
Prepared for war.
The trenches are like a labyrinth,
Snaking through the mud,
Inching closer and closer,

Their hearts start to thud.
Guns ablaze,
The war has started,
Those German Huns are so cold hearted,
Bullets flying, bombs blasting.
The western front has become totally drastic.
I wear my poppy to this day,
To remember those who couldn’t find their way,
Back home to their families,
Back in the warmth,
All because they were told: “Just one more day”.

Homework:
We have studied research around the effects of homework on pupils’ learning and considered different
approaches before designing our homework timetable. We have tried to create a model which covers the
whole curriculum but does not overburden pupils in their valuable free time. The homework tasks will
endeavour to consolidate learning which has taken place in class, practice a skill or prepare for learning which
is about to happen in their forthcoming lessons.
All pupils receive maths and English homework every week. All other subjects now have half termly homework
which is available to view on our website. Pupils are encouraged to choose when they will do this homework
as well as choosing which piece to complete first. Evidence suggests that this flexibility of approach promotes
independent learning and a greater depth of understanding. Teachers refer to these homework tasks in school
and remind pupils of any due dates.
We have received some lovely pieces of work and pupils are now getting used to this new homework
timetable, however, if you feel your child is unable to manage the homework or is struggling, please write a
message in their school planner so the teacher is aware or you can contact the school to discuss this further.
We really appreciate your support in helping your child learn especially after the last 18 months of disruption
to their learning.
Road safety talks
PC Simms from the Northumberland Transport Department talked to all pupils in their year groups about
staying safe on the roads. Each talk was age appropriate to help the children understand the hazards when not
paying proper attention when crossing the roads.
Clued Up Kids
nd
On the 2 November we welcomed Phil Afleck from Clued Up Kids into
school. All pupils completed a questionnaire using hand held devices to
answer the questions. The questions ranged from what they had eaten
for breakfast to online safety and cyberbullying. This was an anonymous
questionnaire and the responses will be used by the school to plan and
deliver sessions to further support pupils' understanding of important
issues. The pupils enjoyed the session with Mr Afleck. The KS3 pupils also
watched a video on the dangers of sending inappropriate images.

SVP:
Our SVP Youth have been hard at work with
promoting our current food bank competition.
The pupils in each class have been very busy this
week bringing in food items for the SVP project
which is running in school. The SVP are collecting
food to give to the vulnerable within our community.
Each week the food is weighed and the class with the
most is announced in assembly. Thank you to all of
the parents for their kind donations. Please keep
them coming over the next few weeks.
Next week we will be writing prayer cards to sick or
lonely elderly people in our parish community.
So far over 100kg of food has been donated since
half term.

Links to our Church:
Fr Luke visited our school this week and again took part in engaging lessons with
our pupils. He has spoken to our Y6 children all about his calling to the Priesthood
and his Ordination. The children have learnt so much and have enjoyed having him
in their lessons. You must ask them about their learning because it is fascinating.
I am delighted that we have a full program of Masses for all year groups including
next week’s welcome Mass and planned Advent services for our pupils in
December.

Y6 Trip to Lockerbie Manor:
The closing date for deposits for the Y6 trip to Lockerbie Manor is Monday 29th November . This is a fantastic
opportunity for our Y6 pupils to have fun while learning some new skills. We are looking forward to this
residential trip after nearly two years of staying at home.

Y5 Trip to Great North Museum - Hancock:
As part of the Ancient Egypt topic in Y5, we are taking the children to the Great North Museum: Hancock. We
will be going on the following dates:
5S: Tuesday 30th November 2021
5M: Wednesday 1st December 2021
The trip will help pupils to understand the value of our local museums as well as bring the ancient civilization
to life. We have a variety of activities planned for the pupils to engage them with actually studying the
artefacts on display and help enrich their understanding of the topic from their learning in the classroom.
th
Payment of £7.00 for this trip should be made via ParentPay by Monday 15 November 12.30pm.
Y8 Visit to Wentworth Jobs Fair:
On the last day of half term all year 8 pupils visited the Wentworth Leisure Centre to attend the Tynedale jobs
fair as part of their career education. When they arrived pupils were met by our local MP Guy Opperman. He
outlined the aims of the jobs fair for the Tynedale community and how it could be useful to them. Pupils got to
visit 75 different stalls and find out about pathways to work, qualifications needed, working environments and
what certain jobs entail. This was a valuable learning experience for all of our year 8 students

Sports Fixtures:
Our Y7 football team played out a closely fought game with Highfield Middle School on Wednesday 3rd
November. It was great to welcome another school to our site for a competitive fixture and it was the first
time that the pupils had played a game using our new goals which have been provided through our
partnership with Hexham Football Club.

Our next football fixtures involve games for our Y7 and Y8 boys and girls against Ovingham Middle School.
Cross Country:
This week we have had our year group cross country competitions on the school field. These events acted as
trials to be selected for our cross country team that will represent St Joseph’s at the Area Cross Country on
Monday 15th November. Pictured below are the winners from each age group.

Running Club:
Friday Running club with Mrs Bell change of time - this has now moved from lunchtime to 8.20 am each Friday.

ECO Committee
Thank you to those children who have shown an interest in becoming a member of our new ‘Eco Committee’
by submitting application forms. Mrs Bell will be in contact with the successful candidates next week with
further information.
Children in Need:
On Friday 5th November pupils took part in the Big Fancy Dress Singalong to raise money for Children in Need.
Local radio stations around the country played ‘By Your Side’ by Calvin Harris and Tom Grennan and children
and staff had great fun singing and dancing along. We even made an appearance on BBC Look North as clips
from the singalong from around the North East were shown. Thank you for all of the donations we have
received so far. The final amount raised will be announced on the Children in Need appeal day which is Friday
19th November. As we have already promoted this day and held a non-uniform day next Friday will be normal
uniform. Donations can still be made to this very worthy cause via ParentPay.

Anti-Bullying Week:
th

th

The 15 – 19 November is ‘Anti-Bullying Week’. To raise awareness of the issue of bullying, the Anti-Bullying
th
Alliance ask that everyone wears odd socks to school on Monday 15 November. We are not raising money
and pupils are free to take part if they wish. More information is available here if you would like to find out
more: https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week
Easy Fundraising:
Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The school is
now registered with easyfundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday online
shopping. All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easyfundraising website or App,
shop as usual and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/
PTA News:
Upcoming events:
03/12/2021 - Christmas Fair - under review
10/12/2021 - Christmas Disco - under review
If you can help out at the fair or disco please contact Eleanor Stoves Tel: 01434 605124
Class hampers for the Christmas raffle are as follows:

5M - Green

7H - Red

5S - Purple

7S - Blue
7RG - Pink

6D - Silver and Black

8C - Smellies

6H - Orange and Gold

8D - Bottles
8S - Sweets

Children are asked to bring into school something for their class hamper and raffle tickets will be sold
Mrs Stoves will be selling raffle tickets every day in school from Monday 15th November at £1.00 per strip
Donations can be sent into school week beginning 22nd November for the Christmas Fair. Donations needed
will be toys, games, soft toys, gift bags, bric a brac, books and one the day cakes and biscuits.
Each class will also be holding their own stall so donations will be needed for your child's stall depending on
what they plan to do.
Thank you all for your ongoing support with the PTA and I look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas Fair.

KS3 Lateral Flow Tests
Please continue to test twice a week and record your result at https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
Reporting your test
You should report your results online straight away, even if your result is negative or void. It’s easy to do at:
gov.uk/report-covid19-result
Results can also be reported via telephone by calling 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open
every day, 7am to 11pm.
If you have tested positive, you can also check to see if you are eligible for the £500 Test and Trace Support
Payment.

Government guidance when we returned to school this academic year was very clear that all pupils are now
expected to be in school full time. The only reasons for a student to be absent from school are as follows:
-

Too unwell to attend school
Isolating due to testing positive for Covid-19
Isolating as advised by NHS Track and Trace
Other extenuating circumstances

Any other absences will be unauthorised and will impact on your child’s attendance data.
Unfortunately we have had a number of pupils sent into school who have had symptoms' of COVID and were
awaiting a COVID PCR test. This has resulted in extensive cleaning having to take place after evacuation of
rooms occupied by staff and pupils, which wastes curriculum time. Please can I ask that pupils remain at home
if they have COVID symptoms' and are awaiting a PCR result.
Illness/Absence
If your child is too unwell to attend school then please contact the school office between 8.15 and 9.30am. If
your child is absent for multiple consecutive days then please ensure that you telephone us each day to report
the absence.
Absence and Holiday Requests
We understand that occasionally events take place during school time which you may wish your child to
attend. Whilst we advocate for good attendance, we consider each request on an individual basis. Please
note that we must adhere to government guidance when considering absence requests and are therefore

unable to authorise holidays. If you wish to submit an absence request, you can download and complete our
absence request form from the website.
Over the last two years children have missed so much face-to-face teaching time and we do not want them to
lose anymore. Government guidance is clear that schools should not authorise absences for holidays and we
will also be issuing fines for any unauthorised holidays taken during term time.
Good school attendance is an essential part of ensuring learners are successful and are getting the best
possible opportunity to meet their potential. At St Joseph’s we promote good attendance for all our pupils
through a range of support strategies.

Gospel – Mark 13:24-32
Jesus said to his disciples:
“In those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory,
and then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the
end of the sky.
“Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer
is near.
In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that he is near, at the gates.
Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”
Our Teacher’s Prayer
Dear Lord,
Thank you for this opportunity to nurture the faith of the children in my care.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, lead and guide me as I prepare this week of lessons and bless each and every
child with an open heart and mind to hear your Word.
In your name, Jesus, Amen

In your name, Jesus, Amen

On behalf of Governors and
staff, may we wish you a happy
weekend.
Mr P Naughton

