St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers
of Jesus

Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 10th December 2021

Statement to Live By
Come Lord Jesus
Dear Parents, Guardians,
This Sunday we light the third candle of Advent as we enter the final period of the Advent Term.
On behalf of Fr Jeff and all school staff, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas. I have been so
proud of our staff and pupils this term. It has been a difficult time for children, young people and their families,
but it is thanks to your continued support that our school has been able to continue providing much needed
learning. May I also send a huge thanks to our Governors for all their continued support this year as a whole and
I look forward to a prosperous 2022.
Unfortunately, the pandemic is not over and the rate of positive cases in school age children remains high,
meaning schools need to maintain the measures put in place after the holiday. I can only apologise for the late
cancellation of our Christmas Disco. I made a pledge after the half term to ensure that all children had a normal
Christmas in school. With the exception of the disco I feel we have been able to keep this promise. Our decision
was based on a number of factors which involve risk, advice from NCC and current communication from the
Government.
We want your children to enjoy the last few weeks of term and for you as a family to be able to enjoy your
Christmas break and spend time with loved ones, but to do so we must all take the necessary steps to protect
ourselves and others.
This week's newsletter is packed with positive stories, news and updates with what has been happening in school
over the last two weeks and we still have an exciting calendar of events for our pupils next week.
There are cinema trips, movies, carol singing and end of term performances and assemblies to look forward to.

Today, our annual Santa Dash took place across the school. Many thanks to Mr Secker for organising this, the
children had a brilliant pre Christmas workout!

On Wednesday of this week, our brilliant kitchen staff, led by Carol, served approximately 300 mouth-watering
Christmas lunches to our pupils and staff. It was a splendid occasion and I must thank Carol and her team for all
their hard work. They certainly did us proud!

Gaudete Sunday:
In breaking open the word for the third Sunday of Advent, or Gaudete Sunday,
we find it's a day to rejoice! In fact, Gaudete means rejoice. The scripture
readings for Guadete Sunday reflect that joy and recall the “jubilee” spirit that
Jesus brought with him when he became one of us.

Advent Masses:
Many thanks to Fr Luke and Fr Jeff for last week's Advent services in school. Our pupils very much appreciated
our partnership priests saying Mass. The Spiritual Council read exceptionally well and deserves huge thanks.

Next Wednesday, we look forward to seeing our Y8s celebrating Mass at St Mary's at 9.30 am. They are
celebrating the third week of Advent and again a huge thank you to those pupils who have volunteered to be
church readers.
SVP Youth Team:
St Joseph’s SVP Youth team have designed Christmas cards to send to some of the sick, elderly and lonely in
our parish.
This is as well as our ongoing food bank collection, carol singing at Carntyne and a biscuit sale fundraiser.
Bravo to everyone involved!

SVP Food Donations:
We have been inundated with food items for the Northumberland Food Bank and to date we have collected
nearly ¼ ton of food for those in need.
We will be doing a final weigh in next week and will keep you informed as to the grand total. Once again, we
could not do this without you.

Reading Books:
As we come to the end of a busy term, I would like to ask you to reflect on your child’s reading: Does your child
enjoy reading? How often do they read independently? Are they reading a wide range of books? At school we
try our best to encourage children to read as much as possible, lots of our pupils are avid readers! A reading
book is an essential part of their school equipment and children enjoy going to our library to exchange books.
Reading is monitored and assessed in every year group, externally examined in the SATs and is rigorously
assessed once they begin their GCSE journey at the High School.
Sadly, we are finding more and more that some children are not reading for pleasure as much as they did and
this is for a variety of reasons - our lives are just so busy! Clubs, hobbies and technology can mean that
reading can sometimes be forgotten. Reading for at least twenty minutes a day is something that we have
always encouraged at St. Joseph’s. It has been proven that the outcomes from simply reading even for this

short length of time can have a major impact on a child’s overall progress. It increases their reading
comprehension, vocabulary, writing skills and helps them to access and enjoy a broad curriculum across the
whole school.
As we approach the Christmas holidays, it would be fantastic if you could have a chat with your child about
their reading and encourage them to do some reading on a regular basis. As I’m sure you will remember from
their first school days, reading together is also a really nice way to spend some quality time with each other
too - a welcome break from the busy world. I’m sure that with the support and encouragement they receive at
both home and school, our children will enjoy their reading and will also notice significant progress in their
class work too!
In the New Year, I shall send an updated reading list to you, which will represent a cross-section of books
suitable for their age range and I will also be launching an improved reading reward scheme to motivate and
reward our readers. In the meantime, I can also recommend www.lovereading4kids.co.uk as well as
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk, which are both
great websites that regularly review new fiction
and non-fiction texts.
Thank you for your continued support.
Merry Christmas and happy reading!
Mrs Coulson

Y5 Trip to Great North Museum - Hancock:
On Wednesday and Thursday of last week, we had the pleasure of taking Y5 to The Great North Museum:
Hancock. Both days were a great deal of fun mixed in with some activities to really get the children actively
looking at what the museum had to offer. Pupils really loved the opportunity to see the mummies they have
on display there, and to enrich their understanding of ancient Egypt from the class. Behaviour was excellent on
both days and the children were a credit to the school, themselves and their families.

STEM Workshops:
Thank you to the Newcastle University Outreach Team for delivering the following
workshops this week to our KS3 pupils.
Y8 Climate Choices:
Y8 pupils explored the causes and impacts of climate change across the globe in this interactive workshop.

There was an interactive demonstration of the Greenhouse Effect and students discovered the effects that the
choices they make have on the planet in an exciting new game.
Y7 Saving our Seas:
Y7 pupils found out how marine animals have adapted to such extreme environments and what happens to
them when humans impact their habitats.
Year 8 Pantomime Trip:
Following the success of last week's Y7 trip to the pantomime, our Y8 pupils had their turn yesterday.
Everybody enjoyed the performance of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs immensely and it was a pleasure to
see both staff and pupils enjoying once again, what used to be an annual treat!
STAFFING
As we come to the end of a very successful Autumn Term at St Joseph's it is not only a time of reflection but an
opportunity to start a new year and look forward to new adventures when we return in January.
I am happy to announce that Mr Wright will become a full-time member of staff and we welcome Mrs
Thompson as a specialist art teacher.
Our admin department also has a new member. Mrs Nicola Flanagan joined the team this week and is excited
for the challenge of working across both our schools.
We are looking forward to working closely with our new members of staff.

Additional Professional Development Day:
We have a Professional Development day on Friday 4th February. School will be closed to all pupils on this day.

Sports Superstars:
Every month we look to recognise the efforts of
our children in sport by awarding pupils the
Sports Superstar of the month award. This
award could be given for pupils’ effort in
lessons, for helping others in sport or for trying
a club for the first time. Please find the Sports
Superstars for this half term.
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Bishop Wilkinson Portrait Competition:

The Brief:
To produce a portrait of
Bishop Thomas Wilkinson
Bishop of The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, 28 December 1889 to 17 April
1909.
The portrait can be in any two-dimensional media and should be A1 size.
The closing date for entries is
Monday 14 February 2022
The winning artist will receive a £30 voucher and £50 worth of art equipment for their school.
Photographs of entries should be emailed to brl@bwcet.com by noon on 14th February 2022

Carols in the ‘Car’ Park:
Last year, instead of a Carol service in Church, St Mary’s Church choir held a successful 'Carols in the Car Park'
on the Sunday before Christmas. This attracted a good crowd of people and gave them the opportunity to
build up a much-needed bit of Christmas cheer. (The 'car park' in question was in fact the school yard at St
Mary's school)
As it is still not straightforward to arrange a carol service in the church, the choir would like once again to run
the Carols in St Mary's School yard on Sunday 19th December at 3pm. It would be lovely to see you there.
Easy Fundraising:
Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The school is
now registered with easy fundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday
online shopping. All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easy fundraising website
or App, shop as usual and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/
PTA News:
Christmas Fair
A big thank you to everyone who donated to the class hampers, bought raffle tickets and sent items in for the
Christmas Fair. While it was not the fair that we had planned, it didn’t stop the fun and it was without doubt a
huge success.
A grand total of £960.00 was raised and this would not be possible if it was not for your generosity and
support.
Congratulations to the winners of the raffle, please see the list below.

Green Hamper - Chris Y8

Red Hamper - Neave Y7

Purple Hamper - Chris Y8

Blue Hamper - Emma Y7

Silver/Black Hamper - Joey Y8

Pink Hamper - Jack Y5

Orange/Gold Hamper - Fayah Y7

Bottle Hamper - Neave Y7

Sweetie Wreath - Ben Y5

Sweet Hamper - William Y8
Smellies Hamper - Mrs Forster

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 13th December

Y5/6 to the cinema

Tuesday 14th December

Y8 to the cinema
Y7 film in the hall

Wednesday 15th December

Y8 Advent Mass at St Mary’s Church

Friday 17th December

Break up for Christmas

COVID Testing:

During the Christmas holidays, while pupils are not in school, there is no need for pupils to continue their twice
weekly Covid test. However, pupils should continue to test when at risk, i.e. in situations where they are more
likely to catch or spread COVID-19

Returning to school in January 2022:
The government has asked secondary schools to test pupils for Covid on-site when they return after the
Christmas holidays in January.
According to the guidance, secondary aged pupils should take one test on-site as they return to school,
followed by another at home three to four days later.

The government has said that testing all pupils in school “boosts testing participation and will help reduce
transmission after a period of social mixing over the school holidays”.
Our plan at St Joseph's Middle School is to welcome all pupils back to school on Tuesday January 4th 2022. It
will not be a staggered start to term. We will base consent on forms submitted in September. If you wish to
give or withdraw consent, please email parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk
KS3 pupils will have limited interaction while waiting for their test result.
KS3 pupils will be encouraged to take a further test at home 3-4 days after their initial test at school on
Tuesday. Thereafter pupils should then continue to test in line with current government guidance.

Gospel
Luke 1: 26 – 38
When all the people asked John, “What must we do?” he answered, “If anyone has two tunics, he
must share with the man who has none, and the one with something to eat must do the same.”
There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and these said to him, “Master, what must we
do?” He said to them, “Exact no more than your rate.” Some soldiers asked him in their turn, “What
about us? What must we do?” He said to them, “No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with
your pay!” A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that
John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, “I baptise you with water, but someone
is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of His
sandals; He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in His hand to clear His
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn in a fire that will
never go out.” As well as this, there were many other things He said to exhort the people and to
announce the Good News to them.

Advent Prayer
Dear God, you know that our hearts long for the joy and gladness promised by life with you. Help us to
remember that you are with us always, and that our hearts will rest only when they rest with you.

Once again, we thank you for your continued support throughout 2022 and we look forward to seeing you all
on Tuesday 4th January 2022.
On behalf of Governors and staff, may we wish you a happy and healthy Christmas and
New Year
Mr P Naughton

