St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 18th March 2022

Statement to Live By:
All That I Am, Praise the Lord.
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our
target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It's been another eventful two weeks at St Joseph’s with the lighter, longer days upon us already after a windy, cold
winter. We have lots going on if your child would like to get involved in one of our clubs. It's never too late to join
and we would be delighted to welcome your child even if it is to try something different. Our newest club is netball
which will be starting on soon with Miss Allen.
This week, Fr Jeff welcomed two year 8 form classes to Mass at St Mary's Church 8C and 8D behaved brilliantly and
answered questions from Fr Jeff surrounding Lenten promises and how we can make a difference to our world. We
look forward to the next Mass on 30th March with 8S. Fr Luke continues to visit both schools every week as we begin
to understand what the Year of the Eucharist means in our everyday lives.

As we all know we are supporting Cafod in their campaign to prevent Hunger. With your help, we can reach out to
people living in hard-to-reach places, in war zones and those who are discriminated against. They also believe that if
one of us is hurt, hungry or abandoned, we all are hurt, hungry and abandoned. No one should be beyond the love
and support they need to live a dignified life. Today, we completed an amazing sponsored silence across the school
to be in solidarity with the 200 million children whose lives are at risk because of malnutrition. A sponsored silence
for talkative middle school pupils was not an easy thing but all pupils managed to complete the silence. Well done
everyone! Thank you to all pupils for taking part and to parents for donating £2.00 on ParentPay, this is still available
for those who have yet to pay.
Our Penny Challenge is going well but we could do with a few more coins to add to our charity buckets. Each
morning during collective worship, our form teachers are encouraging everyone to bring pennies/coins into school
and pop them into our special buckets ready for our end of term Lenten Penny Challenge for the Belauni Street
Special School in Zambia. I realise that we perhaps have less money floating around our homes than we used to both
with COVID related payments mainly being card purchases now and less reliance on cash. There is also the fact that
inflation is so high at present that many families can barely afford to give to charities. However, can I ask that we all
do our best as even a few small pennies could make a difference. The Penny Challenge will take place on the yard
during the last week of term. Last year we raised over £350.00 in pennies or coins.
SOS Coins R Us
We are monitoring COVID rates in school carefully as sadly, numbers are starting to rise again. This week we have
taken the decision to move our Friday whole school assembly back to online. Key stage assemblies will still take place
for now but we ask all families to continue to test regularly especially if your child is feeling unwell or has COVID
related symptoms.
Y8s will soon be heading off to their summer residential at Weardale Adventure Centre. I have attached a link for
parents to browse what they will be up to. Mr Secker is currently planning the best fit activities for our pupils. Watch
this space.
https://weardaleadventurecentre.co.uk/
Finally, can I ask for parent volunteers who could make themselves available soon to help re-catalogue
and label our school library as we move our current reading library books across to Accelerated Reader.
We will also be adding new books to our library and I would welcome any books that could be donated from
existing bedroom libraries that are no longer loved or read. Books must be in excellent condition and age
appropriate.
Year of the Eucharist
Father Luke visited several classes this week to share an amazing You Tube clip all about the
Eucharist. He is returning on Monday to share the clip with the remaining classes. Take a
moment to watch it yourself. It is truly fascinating. Thank you Father Luke.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcB7Uem00n4

Staffing Update:
Today was a very sad day for both staff and pupils as we said a tearful farewell to Miss Amy Henricks. Amy has
worked in the office at St Joseph’s for 7 years and what Amy doesn’t know about our school, isn’t worth knowing!
Amy is loved by both staff and pupils alike and will be a huge miss to us all. We wish Amy well in her new job.

Random Acts of Kindness:
Our Random Acts of Kindness Tree is growing in love this Lent. Each form class has decided its weekly mission. It has
been lovely receiving compliments from pupils and having doors held open. It certainly brightens the day.

Additional Dates of School Closures:
We have a Training Day on Friday 10th June 2022
Monday 27th June is an additional Bank Holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Clubs:
All of our clubs have started again this half term. A new form has been sent out regarding the after school golf club
which is now open to all year groups.
Online Malicious Communications Workshop:

I would like to thank Northumbria Police, Mr Rosier and Mr Simpson for holding our parent evening surrounding
social media and its dangers. We hope to repeat this event next year.

Online Safety:
It has come to our attention that many of the children in our school are using social media platforms such as
‘WhatsApp’ to communicate with one another both individually and as part of group chats. Social Media apps such as
these have age restrictions of 16+.
We are aware that many children within our school are using this app (and others) to chat at inappropriate times of
the evening, often late into the night and are exchanging inappropriate language and content with one another.

If you have enabled your child to use such social media platforms, recommended advice is that parents should monitor
regularly the way children are using this to communicate with one another e.g. are you aware of who your child is
talking to and the nature of the conversations they are having? Children who are under the age limit for these apps
should not be using them unaccompanied and a trusted adult should carefully monitor the content of ‘chat’ to ensure
that children are not using inappropriate language with one another and that the nature of the conversation is
appropriate.
We do not need to tell you, I am sure, that our digital footprint is with us for life and that what is posted online, even
within private messages, can have a detrimental impact. As I am sure you will agree, keeping our children safe both
physically and online is of the utmost importance and we must work together to ensure our children are using any
online platforms appropriately and safely.
Furthermore, we appreciate your support and cooperation, regarding the use of social media, and we would
recommend that all families have an open and frank discussion about the use of social media platforms the children
may be using and reconsider whether they are appropriate at this stage.
Finally, in addition to this advice on WhatsApp, Open View education have produced a useful TikTok guide for parents.
Should you wish to view this, please click the link below:
TikTok Parent Guide - OpenView Education

ECO Club:
Eco Club have been planting Primulas at the entrance to our school. It really does brighten up the day to see the
flowers in bloom.

Gymnastics

Some of our pupils practising team balancing and paired balances in P.E.
There were very impressive techniques!

Food Tech
This week's culinary delight was chilli con carne. The smell drifting around the corridor upstairs was mouth-watering,
I'm sure there would have been some very impressed parents when presented with the finished dishes!

Year 5 Design Technology:
Year 5 are currently working on a textiles topic in DT where they are designing, decorating and sewing their own
cushion covers. This week our pupils have been busy fabric painting their designs on material. They look brilliant so
far and we are looking forward to showing you the finished products.

Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans Consultation
Northumberland County Council have produced a blueprint for the proposed walking and cycling
network for Hexham (among other towns). NCC will use the outcome of the consultation for their future
investment plans and, as such, it will be an important document for Hexham. The views collected through this
consultation will help shape active travel in Northumberland over the next 10 years. This
consultation will run from 7 March 2022 to 15 April 2022. If you wish to contribute to the consultation,
it can be accessed at:
Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plans - Have Your Say Northumberland - Citizen Space

PTA NEWS:
Mother’s Day Stall Thursday 24th March 2022.
Donations are needed for the Mother's Day stall. The children will be able to buy a gift for £1.00. Please hand any
donations to Mrs Stoves. More information will be shared with children in school.
Wear a Hat Day
Friday 25th March is Wear a Hat Day to raise money for Brain Tumour research in both children and adults. We will
be encouraging all our pupils to wear a hat on this day. It can be any type of hat, bobble hat, sun hat, woolly hat,
even grannies hat will do!
We are asking for a donation of £1.00 for this very worthy cause and this can be brought in to school on the day.
Easy Fundraising:
Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The school is now
registered with easyfundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday online shopping.
All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easyfundraising website or App, shop as usual
and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/

Upcoming Events at a Glance:
Date

Activity

Saturday 7th May

Carmina Burana performance at Hexham Abbey

Thursday 24th March

Mother’s Day Stall

Friday 25th March

Wear a Hat Day

Tuesday 5th & Thursday 7th April more information to follow

Y7 Online Parents’ Evening

Friday 8th April

School closes at 3.10/20 for Easter holidays

Covid Guidelines
Following the announcement from the government last week, it is no longer a legal requirement for people with
COVID to self-isolate. However, if you have any of the main symptoms of Covid or a positive test result, the public
health advice is to stay at home and avoid contact with other people. You can end your isolation following two
negative lateral flow tests on day 5 & 6.
The wearing of face coverings in school remains optional. We will also continue to encourage good hand hygiene and
ensure classrooms are well ventilated spaces. Pupils will continue to sanitise in the morning on entering school and
at lunchtime. We will continue to update parents as soon as we receive further guidance and advice from the DfE.

Daily Collective Worship: Psalm 103: 1 – 4, 6 – 8, 11
The prayers this week use the Sunday Psalm to inspire prayers of praise for
God’s limitless love and mercy. Children will be given the opportunity each day
to consider God’s love and mercy for them and they will be encouraged to seek
opportunities to show this love and mercy to others. They will consider how they
can praise the Lord with all that they are!

Gospel
Luke 13: 1 – 9.
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this He said to them, “Do you
suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any
other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell
and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the
other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you
repent you will all perish as they did.” He told this parable: “A man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who looked after
the vineyard, ‘Look here, for three years now I have been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none.
Cut it down: why should it be taking up the ground?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it one more year and give me time
to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.’”
God bless

Mr P Naughton

