St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 4th March 2022

Statement to Live By:
Reflect, Repent, Repeat.
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us
achieve our target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It was wonderful to see our pupils return rested after a blustery half term holiday in which we
encountered three different storms. I hope our families didn't endure too much damage to property
following storm Barra before Christmas.
This week we began the season of Lent. Lent is a six-week period of fasting or self-sacrifice, prayer
and almsgiving observed by Christians each year to prepare for the celebration of Easter.
I was delighted that all our pupils either took part in our Ash Wednesday Service conducted by Fr Jeff
or visited St Mary's Church for a special Mass with Fr Luke. The children enjoyed receiving the ashes
and making promises and sacrifices for the next six weeks. In school, we will be praying more
particularly for families suffering in Ukraine. We will also be offering Lenten activities for pupils and
of course giving alms.
Each morning during collective worship, we will be encouraging pupils in our form classes to bring
pennies/coins and pop them into our SVP Youth buckets, ready for our end of term Lenten Penny
Challenge for the Belauni Street Special School in Zambia.
We will also be supporting Cafod in their campaign to prevent Hunger. We will be completing a
sponsored silence, the week beginning the 14th March, to be in solidarity with the 200 million
children whose lives are at risk because of malnutrition. More information will follow soon regarding
how parents can support this campaign.

Cafod are the official aid agency for the Catholic Church in England and Wales. With your help, we
can reach out to people living in hard-to-reach places, in war zones and those who are discriminated
against. They also believe that if one of us is hurt, hungry or abandoned, we all are hurt, hungry and
abandoned. No one should be beyond the love and support they need to live a dignified life.
It's been a super start to the term with clubs well under way. Our sports leaders were presented this
week with their fabulous blue hoodies and I was proud to see them in action carrying out activities
for younger pupils across the school.
I would like to congratulate Mr Secker and our St Joseph's Y7/8 athletics teams who represented our
school this week at Wentworth at the indoor athletics festival.
Finally, I would like to warmly welcome Miss Allen to our team who joins us in a cover supervisor
capacity. Miss Allen is a qualified teacher and will also be delivering the National Tutoring
Programme.
Lent
Lent began this week on Ash Wednesday. Lent gives us the opportunity to move into a new season
in the life of the Church which mirrors the seasons in nature. In nature, we are moving from winter
into spring – darkness to light, hibernation to new life. Similarly, Lent gives us the opportunity to
prepare for the ‘spring’ of Easter – to prepare for the new life Jesus brings – by ‘cleaning’ and
sprucing ourselves up ready for Easter and leaving the cold, dark winter behind. Father Jeff, joined
us at school to share a service and distribute the Ashes to our whole school community. Our head
boy and head girl both read beautifully. All pupils were exceptionally reverent throughout service
and the distribution of the Ashes. Well done to all!
Spiritual Council.
The Spiritual Council has been busy this week preparing the way for a whole school ‘random act of
kindness’ Lenten project. Firstly, they found a large fallen branch from a tree that Mr Mckie kindly
helped them to cut and carry. They potted it in a large plant pot and secured it with lots of beautiful
pebbles and draped fairy lights over it. Next, they cut out over sixty multi-coloured card hearts. Each
week, each form class is going to receive a heart and during form time decide what their collective
‘random act of kindness’ will be. It will be written on the heart and then hung from the branch for all
to see. Can you imagine how lovely the ethos of St. Joseph’s will be if everyone actively participates?
It would be wonderful to support your child in this mission by asking them what their classes
‘kindness act’ is and encourage them to take part.

First Holy Communion Preparation
The next teaching session for the First Holy Communion children will be on Saturday 5th March from
10am to 12am in St Mary’s church hall. If your child is unable to attend please let the Parish office
know.

Additional Dates of School Closures:
We have a Training Day on Friday 10th June 2022
Monday 27th June is an additional Bank Holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Year 5 Parents’ Evening:
Our Y5 Parents’ Evenings will take place on Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th March via video call. This
is a new system through School Cloud and all information was sent home via ParentMail on Tuesday
1st March. The booking system will go live at 7pm tonight, if you encounter any problems, please
email parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk and these will be looked at on Monday morning.
Clubs:
All of our clubs have started again this half term. A new form has been sent out regarding the after
school golf club which is now open to all year groups.
Sports Leaders
Our Y8 sports leaders have been busy preparing the latest play equipment for pupils to use at break
and lunch times. They all look very smart and are already doing a great job.

Football:
Well done to our Y7 boys football team who played at Highfield this week. A special mention to our
Man of the Match Max for his superb goalkeeping and Jimmy for his two amazing goals.

Athletics
32 of our Y7 and Y8 pupils competed at the Sports Hall Athletics competition at the Wentworth. Well
done to all!

World Book Day
Wow! What an amazing World Book Day we have had here at St. Joseph's this week!
In form time yesterday, we started things off with a challenging Whole School Book Quiz, our
winners were announced today and received their prize in our Celebration Assembly. We also had
an outstanding turn out for our fancy dress competition - the most we have ever had! Every person
who dressed up received a prize for their efforts, but the overall winners for best costumes were:
KS2 - Lola Horsey as Mary Poppins, KS3 - Bonnie Lister and Esme White for Alice Adventures in
Wonderland and our highly commended were: Chanelle- Faye Armstrong and Sophia Thompson for
Peaky Blinders. Thank you to everyone for supporting this important day.

Online Malicious Communications Workshop
Two Police Officers from the Education Team for the Northumbria Violence Reduction Unit (part of
the Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner) – delivered workshops to our Y8 pupils on Tuesday.
They will also be holding them for our Y7 pupils on Tuesday 8th March.
The school sessions for Y7 & Y8 include social media apps/the law around what we can and can’t say
online/sending of nudes or indecent images and what the law says about that.
There will also be some data provided about exploitation of young people online.

PARENT WORKSHOP
There will be a parent workshop held in the school hall on Monday 14th March at 6pm. This will be
held by the Officers who held the workshops for our pupils and will cover the content of those
courses and what parents can do, along with sources of support.
PTA NEWS:
Mother’s Day Stall Thursday 24th March 2022.
Donations needed for Mother’s Day stall. The children will be able to buy a gift for £1.00. Please
hand donations to Mrs Stoves. More information will be shared with children in school.
Easy Fundraising:
Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The
school is now registered with easy fundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do
your everyday online shopping. All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the
easy fundraising website or App, shop as usual and the retailer will donate to us when you make a
purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Tuesday 8th March

Y7 Online Malicious Communications Workshop
Y5 Online Parents’ Evening 4 - 6.30pm

Thursday 10th March

Y5 Online Parents’ Evening 4 - 6.30pm
HPV Catch up

Monday 14th March

Parent Online Malicious Communications Workshop
6pm - School Hall

Thursday 24th March

Mother’s Day Stall

Covid Guidelines
Following the announcement from the government last week, it is no longer a legal requirement for
people with COVID to self-isolate. However, if you have any of the main symptoms of Covid or a
positive test result, the public health advice is to stay at home and avoid contact with other people.
You can end your isolation following two negative lateral flow tests on day 5 & 6.
The wearing of face coverings in school remains optional. We will also continue to encourage good
hand hygiene and ensure classrooms are well ventilated spaces. Pupils will continue to sanitise in the

morning on entering school and at lunchtime. We will continue to update parents as soon as we
receive further guidance and advice from the DfE.
Daily Collective Worship:
In the Gospel, Jesus’ trust in God helped Him to have strength in the face of difficulty. Next week’s
prayers encourage children to think about lots of different ways that we can trust God. To begin the
prayer time each day children will have time to reflect and repent – say sorry to God – which is then
repeated each day! When we spend time with God like this, it helps us in our journey to become
closer to Him, and so builds our trust in Him.
Gospel
Matthew 6: 1 - 6, 16 - 18
Jesus said to His disciples: “Be careful not to parade your good deeds before men to attract their
notice; by doing this you will lose all reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give alms, do
not have it trumpeted before you; this is what the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets
to win men’s admiration. I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you give alms,
your left hand must not know what your right is doing; your almsgiving must be secret, and your
Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you. “And when you pray, do not imitate the
hypocrites: they love to say their prayers standing up in the synagogues and at the street corners for
people to see them; I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you pray, go to your
private room and, when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in that secret place,
and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you. “When you fast do not put on a
gloomy look as the hypocrites do: they pull long faces to let men know they are fasting. I tell you
solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,
so that no one will know you are fasting except your Father who sees all that is done in secret; and
your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you.”

God bless

Mr P Naughton

