St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 29th April 2022

Statement to Live By: ‘Alleluia’ is our song!
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our
target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school after the Easter break. I do hope everyone has been able
to have some rest and family time before starting the Trinity Term. The Trinity Term is always a wonderful term and
a special time for our Y8s as they prepare to move on to High School. We look forward to having a wonderful term
and involving parents as much as possible in the life of our school.
Our Y8s returned from Weardale on Wednesday after an eventful three days packed with adventure. Please can I
suggest that parents have a wee peek at Facebook to see the types of experiences that the children encountered. I
had the privilege of working with various groups during the week and I particularly enjoyed the Gorge Walk and
Canoeing. The Weardale trip was arranged due to the cancelled ski trip and was a great success providing a lifetime
of memories for the pupils. We have numerous trips still to happen including Snozone and Lockerbie Manor.
While it has been quieter in school with the majority of our Y8 pupils out from Monday to Wednesday, it has been a
busy week for our Y6s who are working so hard as they near their KS2 tests. These take place the week beginning
Monday 9th May.
At the end of Lent all our pupils contributed to giving alms. Our final charity collection, which ended on the last day
of term, culminated in a successful Penny Challenge for the Belauni Street School in Zambia. We had so much fun
and I can't thank everyone enough for contributing to the collection of coins. Our aim is to sponsor 20 disabled
pupils to enable them to have an education for a year. We are still counting and will let everyone know our total next
week.

May I take this opportunity to ask for everyone's prayers for Lily Armstrong and her family. Lily is a Y2 pupil at St
Mary’s and last weekend, Lily had a successful heart transplant and is currently being cared for in the Freeman
Hospital. Lily has been amazing and while she is doing well, the family would appreciate as much support as possible
by keeping Lily in your daily prayers.
Next week, we have a parental survey that will be sent out and I would appreciate as many views as possible on a
range of subjects that will help us to evaluate at our school and make it even better.
Have a lovely Bank Holiday weekend.
E-Safety
Children of middle school age want to explore social networking and gaming sites, possibly interacting with people
they don’t know. They may also have free reign over their device, with almost half (43%) owning their own tablet.
Their tech skills can outpace their judgement, though, as many won’t fully understand the risks they face. Ask them
to show you around their favourite site to open up conversations about online safety.
Developing friendships off and online is important at this age, but children may not yet fully understand risk. Explore
sites and apps together and discuss talking to strangers and what to do if they see anything they don’t like.
Our Teacher’s Prayer:
Dear Lord,
Thank you for this opportunity to nurture the faith of the children in my care.
By the power of your Holy Spirit, lead and guide me as I prepare this week and bless each and every child with an
open heart and mind to hear your Word.
In your name, Jesus, Amen
Saint
Exsuperius, also known as Hesperus, and his wife, Zoe, both Christians, were slaves of Catulus at
Pamphylia, Asia Minor, during the reign of Emperor Hadrian. When they refused to eat food
offered to the Gods by their master on the birth of their son, they and their two sons, Syriacus
and Theodulus, were tortured and then roasted to death in a furnace. His Feast day is May 2nd.
Year 7 Maths
This week Mrs Dotchin's maths class has been solving 2 step equations. The pupils completed their calculations on
the tables and I am delighted to say they all worked very hard.

Art Club
We have a new display to mark the Year of the Eucharist. Art club have been busy working together on this
collaborative collage project.

Art Lessons
This week the Year 7s have had a wonderful time creating their Kandinsky style abstract paintings.

Commonwealth Essay Competition:
I am delighted to advise you that The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is now open for entries and will
close for submissions on the 30th June 2022.
Each year, young people write on a theme that explores the Commonwealth’s values and principles. This year, on
the occasion of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, young Commonwealth writers are asked to reflect on inspirational
leadership and to explore the positive impact that can be achieved through commitment to their communities
within the theme ‘Our Commonwealth’.
Open to all UK residents, aged 18 and under, the competition has two age categories: the Senior Category for those
aged 14 – 18 years, and the Junior Category for those under 14 years. The top two winners from each category will
win a trip to London for a week of educational and cultural activities, culminating in a special Awards Ceremony,
usually held at Buckingham Palace and hosted by the Society’s Vice-Patron, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Cornwall. All successful entries are recognised for their participation, receiving Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards for
excellence in writing or a Certificate of Participation
For more information on how to enter the competition please visit, www.royalcwsociety.org.
Y7 & Y8 Trip to Snozone:
The extended closing date for the deposit for the Y7/8 trip to Snozone, Yorkshire, is Monday 2nd May. All
information has been sent via ParentMail and a payment item has been set up on ParentPay.
Y8 - 14th June
Y7 - 16th June
Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?:
Many families will now have seen the increase in both utility bills and the cost of the weekly shop. With this in mind
can I remind parents that you may be entitled to free school meals.
The government has made amendments to the eligibility criteria since April 2018. This is to reflect the introduction
of Universal Credit.
Please follow the link below to see if you may be eligible.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx

Parish Vacancies:
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies:
Hexham, St Mary Parish Secretary – 20 hours a week
Cleaner – 14 hours a week
Closing date for applications: 4th May 2022. Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us 0191 243
3301.
Attendance:
Attendance has been an issue for some time now with most of the issues being COVID related. Please can I ask that
parents contact our school office before 9am if your child is unwell. We have a robust monitoring system in school
and we will call parents if a child is absent with no explanation. Our target is 98% attendance for every pupil. Each
week we publish form class attendance against this target above the headteachers opening paragraphs. 95 %
attendance amounts to 9 days off a year.
The new research shows that overall absence had a negative link to attainment, with every extra day missed
associated with a lower chance of achieving 5 or more good GCSEs or equivalent at grades A* to C including in
English and mathematics.
Y5 Egg Decorating
On Thursday 7th April, Year 5 had an EGGcellent afternoon decorating hard boiled eggs! There were so many
creative designs it was a difficult task choosing a winner from each class. In the end Beth 5S impressed with her
Minion creation and Tiegan 5M took great care and precision making her Easter Bunny egg. Well done to all of Year
5!

Chicks
We had a delivery from Living Eggs on Monday! Take a look at them in their cosy new home for the next week!
5S were absolutely thrilled to take a close look at the newly hatched chicks yesterday. Aren’t they cute!

Athlete Visit
We welcomed Team GB athlete and gold medal winner James Dasaolu to St Joseph's. James spoke to our pupils
in the hall then led some fitness sessions with each class. Finally, he took part in a question and answer session
with our Y8 sports leaders. What an inspirational day!

First Aid Lessons
We had a visit from the British Red Cross who came to show us some first aid. We talked about what we would do in
an emergency situation and had a go at helping each other!

Carmina Burana Performance:
In February, some of our pupils were invited to perform Carl Orff's Carmina Burana at Hexham Abbey on Saturday
7th May at 7.30pm. We will be accompanying the Orpheus choir and various professional musicians as well
performing some other compositions which will feature just our pupils.
As a school we are delighted to be performing in such a grand concert and I’m sure the pupils will have long lasting
memories of the night. If you wish to buy tickets, you can still buy them from Cogito book shop in Hexham.
Year 8 Design Technology
In Year Eight pupils have recently completed the design and make of a desk or mood lamp. Practical work included
soldering LED’s and resistors onto a printed circuit board and using the line bender to form shapes in plastics. Theory
work included the impacts plastic manufacture has on our environment and the impact of plastic on our oceans.
Year Eight pupils were delighted to take home their finished products. Mr Wright was very pleased with the results.
Well done Year Eight.

Year 7 Design Technology
Year Seven pupils are coming to the end of a unit on product design. Theory work has included how technology has
impacted society both in the past and at present. Pupils looked at what makes a design iconic and have studied the
Bauhaus movement. The project culminated with the design and make of a Kandinsky inspired acrylic clock.

Volunteers - School Library:
Can I ask for parent volunteers who could make themselves available soon to help re-catalogue and label our school
library as we move our current reading library books across to Accelerated Reader. We will also be adding new books
to our library and I would welcome any books that could be donated from existing bedroom libraries that are no
longer loved or read. Books must be in excellent condition and age appropriate.
Children will also receive a reading record in their classes next week - it would be fantastic if you could support your
child in their reading by checking and signing their reading records.

Additional School Closures:
We have a Training Day on Friday 10th June 2022
Monday 27th June is an additional Bank Holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This is because the official bank
holiday falls within half term, therefore, schools were given an additional day of their choice.
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans Consultation
Northumberland County Council have produced a blueprint for the proposed walking and cycling network for
Hexham (among other towns). NCC will use the outcome of the consultation for their future investment plans and,
as such, it will be an important document for Hexham. The views collected through this consultation will help shape
active travel in Northumberland over the next 10 years. This consultation will run from 7 March 2022 to 15 April
2022. If you wish to contribute to the consultation, it can be accessed at:
Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plans - Have Your Say Northumberland - Citizen Space

Walk to School Week May 16th - 20th
We are encouraging all of our pupils to take up the five-day walking challenge which is an annual celebration of
the walk to school and the perfect activity to celebrate National Walking Month this May.

With the days being longer and the sun shining it is the best time of year to encourage your child to have more
exercise and become more independent making their way to and from school. For many children this can
become a great way to start and finish their school day by meeting and chatting with friends on their route to
school.
The local community are looking into proposed walking routes and drop off points for pupils and parents so we
are hoping that we can start to promote these very soon.
If you would like further information on the Walk to School Week please visit the website for ‘Living Streets’
following the link below
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/about-us/our-organisation

Easy Fundraising:

Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular time whilst we’re unable to hold events in person. The school is now
registered with easyfundraising, so you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday online shopping.
All you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easyfundraising website or App, shop as usual
and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase – at no extra cost to you.
Sign up for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephsmiddlepta/

Queen’s Jubilee
The Queen’s Green Canopy is a unique tree planting initiative by The Royal British Legion Industries created to mark
Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, with organisations, local authorities, schools and individuals across the
country being invited to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’. St Joseph’s are honoured to be a part of this initiative.

Reading
This week in school we have been talking to the children about the importance of reading and how it affects all the
subject areas. This term we will be focusing on ensuring our pupils have the right reading book for their reading
ability and helping them to progress quickly so that all pupils will feel confident with their reading and
comprehension across all the subject areas.
We are asking you as parents to encourage your child to read and are asking you to help them choose an appropriate
book for them to read.
Breakfast Club
Our Y6 pupils will be sitting their KS2 SATs in the week beginning 9th May and we thought it would be a good idea to
remind parents what our Breakfast Club offers every morning for our children. It is very important that all children
have a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast in the morning and the latter we can help with!
Our Breakfast Club is open every day at 7:45am and offers a variety of food for the children, including sausage or
bacon sandwich, waffles, cereals and juices all for a cost of £3.50. Your child may be entitled to free breakfast club
depending on your circumstances. Please contact the school office for further details.
There is no need to pre-book, parents can decide on the day. SATs week can be a testing time for both child and
parent so please use the Breakfast Club if that would help give a good start to the day.

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 2nd May

Early May Bank Holiday

Saturday 7th May

Carmina Burana performance at Hexham Abbey

Monday 9th – Thursday 12th May

Y6 SATs Week

Monday 16th - Friday 20th May

Walk to School Week

Updated Covid Guidelines - Friday 1st April

●

children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid
contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend

●

adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other
people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and
under, the advice will be 3 days

Please note, while we can no longer ask for negative lateral flow tests, we do ask that you keep your child at home if
they are unwell.
Daily Liturgical Prayer
The Gospel this week is about Jesus appearing to His disciples and feeding them breakfast, after He performs an
amazing miracle of provision. They count up the fish and record the miracle. In a similar way, the prayers in class this
week encourage children to count their blessings of family, friends, school and, most of all, knowing God.
Gospel
John 21: 1 - 14
Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of His disciples were
together. Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing.” They replied, “We’ll come with you.” They went out and got into the
boat but caught nothing that night. It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did
not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, “Have you caught anything, friends?” And when they answered, “No,”
He said, “Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find something.” So they dropped the net, and there were so
many fish that they could not haul it in. The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” At these words “It is
the Lord”, Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water.

The other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish; they were only about a hundred yards from
land. As soon as they came ashore, they saw that there was some bread there, and a charcoal fire with fish cooking
on it. Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the
shore, full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was not
broken. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples was bold enough to ask, “Who are
you?”; they knew quite well it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the
same with the fish. This was the third time that Jesus showed Himself to the disciples after rising from the dead.

God bless

Mr P Naughton

