St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 13th May 2022

Statement to Live By:
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us
achieve our target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians
I must begin this week's newsletter by first of all congratulating our
dedicated Y6 pupils who have endured a week of SATs at St
Joseph’s. The children have worked so hard preparing for these
tests and I would like to thank all staff and parents for supporting
the children throughout the year both in school and at home. We
are immensely proud of how well they have taken these external
tests in their stride. Today, Y6 enjoyed a day of fun in recognition of
all their hard work!

I was extremely proud of the pupils who represented St Joseph’s choir on Saturday at Hexham
Abbey. The children gave up their whole Saturday to rehearse for the sell-out performance of the
magnificent Carmina Burana. The vocal soloists and percussionists were brilliant and many had
travelled from across the UK to take part. The feedback has been brilliant and we hope to create
more opportunities in the near future. Thanks to all pupils, parents, Mr Rosier and staff for
supporting the event. Please see Facebook for videos and more photos.

As we draw closer to the Jubilee, we are hoping to hold a range of
activities in school to celebrate this occasion. Our food technology
teacher, Miss Bentley, has challenged our pupils to design a Jubilee cake,
which will celebrate the 70-year reign of Queen Elizabeth II. Please send a
photo of your finished cake and we will post the entries on Facebook.
There will be a prize for the most creative.
We will soon be launching our ‘Buzzing about Books’ monthly newsletter.
We are asking that pupils complete a book review of a current book, which would be handed into
the office. Six reviews will make the published list each month and will receive a small prize. The
reviews need to tell us what the book is about with reference to the author, characters and
storyline. Please do not forget to tell us why you enjoyed the book and whether you would
recommend the book to others. .
Our summer visits are approaching fast with trips to Snow Zone for Y7 & Y8, Y5 to Hexham Abbey
and our Y6 residential trip to Lockerbie Manor. Please can I ask that forms are completed and
payment requests are made as quickly as possible to ensure these trips take place.
Tomorrow we celebrate the First Holy Communion of a number of pupils from our schools. The
celebration mass will be at St Mary’s Church and will begin at 10 am - It would be great to see as
many families as possible supporting this event.
Finally, many thanks to all parents who have managed to complete our online parental
questionnaire. We will publish this very soon and look at it carefully when planning for school
improvement. Over the next few weeks, we will also be asking parents their views on our catholicity,
RE Curriculum and Liturgical Prayer. All your contributions make a huge difference.
Year of the Eucharist
We welcomed Father Luke into school on Monday. He joined our
classes and discussed the opening prayers of Mass and their deeper
meaning. He even taught us some Latin - we were rather good!
Thank you Father Luke.
Commonwealth Essay Competition:
I am delighted to advise you that The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is now open for
entries and will close for submissions on the 30th June 2022.
Each year, young people write on a theme that explores the Commonwealth’s values and principles.
This year, on the occasion of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, young Commonwealth writers are asked
to reflect on inspirational leadership and to explore the positive impact that can be achieved
through commitment to their communities within the theme ‘Our Commonwealth’.
Open to all UK residents, aged 18 and under, the competition has two age categories: the Senior
Category for those aged 14 – 18 years, and the Junior Category for those under 14 years. The top
two winners from each category will win a trip to London for a week of educational and cultural
activities, culminating in a special Awards Ceremony, usually held at Buckingham Palace and hosted
by the Society’s Vice-Patron, Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Cornwall. All successful entries are
recognised for their participation, receiving Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards for excellence in writing
or a Certificate of Participation
For more information on how to enter the competition, please visit, www.royalcwsociety.org.

FSM - Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
Many families will now have seen the increase in both utility bills and the cost of the weekly shop.
With this in mind can I remind parents that you may be entitled to free school meals.
The criteria is as below:
● Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400
● Income Support
● Income - based Jobseekers Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190
● Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
● Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for
a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit).
● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Please follow the link below to see if you may be eligible.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
Attendance:
Attendance has been an issue for some time now with most of the issues being COVID related.
Please can I ask that parents contact our school office before 9am if your child is unwell. We have a
robust monitoring system in school and we will call parents if a child is absent with no explanation.
Our target is 98% attendance for every pupil. Each week we publish form class attendance against
this target above the head teachers opening paragraphs. 95% attendance amounts to 9 days off a
year.
The new research shows that overall absence had a negative link to attainment, with every extra day
missed associated with a lower chance of achieving 5 or more good GCSEs or equivalent at grades A*
to C including in English and mathematics.
E-SAFETY AT HOME:
Keeping young people safe online can seem like a daunting task but having a conversation about
ways to keep safe is a great start. No one is an expert in the internet as it is moving at such a fast
pass. Sitting down and making a family agreement with children at home is a great start. Below are
also some useful tips on how you can keep your children safe online. We also really recommend you
have a look at Childnet International online.
●

●

●

Set fair and consistent rules in relation to your child’s internet use at home. As they get
older, try to agree the rules with them so that they have some control over their digital
world.
Teach your child to think critically about what they see, read or hear online. For young
children encourage them to ask “what would mom or dad say about that”? As they get
older they need to be able to assess for themselves whether they are in a risky online place
and whether the information they are receiving is reliable and helpful to them.
Maintain a positive outlook on your child’s use of the internet. Whatever you think to the
stuff they watch or the hours they spend on Instagram or Youtube, if you constantly criticise
the apps or games they love, they are not going to want to talk to you about their online life.
Remember if something happens online at home don’t get mad, get curious.

●

●

Children who can recover from an online mistake can learn and avoid making the same
mistake again. You can help by making it easy for them to talk to you about their mishaps.
Try and keep calm and carry on! Think carefully about blocking apps or websites. This can
exacerbate the problem. Making sure they know where to go for help if they need it, and
recognising if they are not recovering well so you can step in and help. Don’t forget parents
can also talk to their child’s school about online safety.
Allow your child to explore and take charge of their online life. Having some control over any
given situation is an important part of resilience – and such an important part of

RSE YEAR 8:
This week in RSE some of our Year 8 pupils were learning to appreciate the beautiful and fragile gift
that life is through learning about the miraculous journey from conception to birth. They role played
some thought evoking scenarios.

RE YEAR 7:
This week the pupils in Year 7 have been learning about the meaning of the parable of the Rich Fool.
They worked in groups and decided how the parable could equate to their lives today. Some
fantastic Christian charities were discussed, planned and developed. In groups, they presented their
charity to their classmates, who critiqued against the success criteria. Your team charity concepts
were so inspiring and your links to scripture were great. Well done!

Y5 SCIENCE:
This week, 5S have been learning about the parts of a flower and how plants are pollinated. On
Thursday afternoon, 5S put their knowledge to the test, dissected a flower and they tried to identify
the various reproductive parts. Well done 5S!

The Riot Act Performance

The Riot Act came into school this week to give a performance to our Year 7 pupils. This was all
about sustainable travel, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Walk to School Week May 16th - 20th:
We are encouraging all of our pupils to take up the five-day walking challenge, which is an annual
celebration of the walk to school and the perfect activity to celebrate National Walking Month this
May.
With the days being longer and the sun shining it is the best time of year to encourage your child to
have more exercise and become more independent making their way to and from school. For many
children this can become a great way to start and finish their school day by meeting and chatting
with friends on their route to school.

The local community are looking into proposed walking routes and drop off points for pupils and
parents so we are hoping that we can start to promote these very soon.
If you would like further information on the Walk to School Week please visit the website for ‘Living
Streets’ following the link below
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/about-us/our-organisation

Hexham town Council - Grow Hexham

Grow Hexham is the new garden sharing scheme from Hexham Town Council. The aim is to
give everyone in Hexham access to space to grow their own food, whilst also reducing
Hexham's carbon footprint by growing more food locally. We're matching up people who
want to garden (but don't have the space!) with unused gardens, making it a win-win for
everyone involved. Veggies and fruit that are grown are shared between the gardener and
the garden owner, with any surplus being donated to Hexham Community Grocery. Grow
Hexham is also setting up a tool share & repair scheme, as well as organising seed and plant
swapping events. Get in touch if you would like a space to grow, or if you have space in your
garden that you'd like to offer. We would also love to hear from you if you have any tools
you'd like to donate (no matter what state they're in!) or if you have the skills to repair and
maintain garden tools. Contact us at growhexham@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk or visit
https://www.facebook.com/GrowHexham

Y4 Quad Kids:
Y4 pupils from our feeder schools will be taking part in an athletic event at St Joseph’s, which will be
run by our Y8 Sports Leaders. It is lovely to be able to, once again, welcome Y4 children to our school
ahead of their transition in September.

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 16th - Friday 20th May

Walk to School week

Monday 16th May

Y6 Heights and Weights

Thursday 19th May

Y4 Quad Event

Friday 27th May

St Joseph’s Jubilee Celebration Day. More details to
follow.

Thursday 16th June

PTA Father’s Day Pop up stall

Friday 24th June

PTA Summer Fair 1.30 - 3pm

Friday 15th July

Leavers Disco - all year groups welcome 7 - 8.30pm

PTA EVENTS
●
●
●

●

Today the PTA have provided the hardworking Year 6 students with an ice lolly - well done
to you all
Father’s Day Pop up stall Thursday 16th June - donations needed. Please hand in to Mrs
Stoves. All items will be available for £1 on the day
Summer Fair Friday 24th June - donations of books, toys, games, gift bags,cuddly toys and
plants are needed. The students will also be having their own class stalls as well as the
funfair, candy floss lady and ice cream van. Please come along and support SJMS.
Leavers Disco 15th July 2022 7 -8.30pm all students are welcome to attend

Thank you all once again for your continued support throughout the year.

Junior Golf Camp at Matfen Hall:

Updated Covid Guidelines - Friday 1st April

●

Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at
home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or
childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to
attend

●

Adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact
with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and
young people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days

Please note, while we can no longer ask for negative lateral flow tests, we do ask that you keep your
child at home if they are unwell.
Daily Liturgical Prayer
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus gives His ‘new’ commandment – to love others as He has loved us. Jesus
loved us as much as it’s possible to love someone – He gave His very life out of love for each of us.
We, in turn, are called to love others as much as we possibly can – by giving of ourselves to
everyone, regardless of who they are. This week’s prayers help children to recognise the power and
responsibility of intercessory prayer: on our lifelong pilgrimage to heaven, one of the most loving
and powerful things we can do for others is pray for them.

Gospel of John 13: 31 - 33, 34 - 35
When Judas had gone Jesus said: “Now has the Son of Man been glorified, and in Him God has been
glorified. If God has been glorified in Him, God will in turn glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him
very soon. “My little children, I shall not be with you much longer. I give you a new commandment:
love one another; just as I have loved you, you also must love one another. By this love you have for
one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples.”

God bless

Mr P Naughton

