St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 27th May 2022
________________________________________________________________

Statement to Live By: Signs of Peace.
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us
achieve our target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
The Summer term break has arrived much faster than anticipated with only half a term left for our
wonderful Y8s, who will be leaving us in July. We hope to have a list of dates soon with events to
look forward to in June and July for everyone, especially our school leavers.
This week has been so busy on the sporting front following last week's Y4 Quad Athletics afternoon
which was hosted by St Joseph's and our Y8 Sports Leaders. This week our a group of pupils from Ys
6,7 and 8 attended the Tynedale Athletics festival at Wentworth with great success in many events.
Many thanks to Mr Secker for organising our athletics team.
All our pupils are really enjoying our new approaches to whole school reading, which is a daily
feature in afternoon form times and many of our Y5s have really benefited from Y8 Peer on Peer
reading sessions. Our library continues to be revamped and can I again ask for any unread, unloved
books to be sent into school for us to label and categorise.
With the fine weather now upon us can I encourage families to get involved in either walking or
cycling to school. June is traditionally National Bike to school month and it would be great to see
pupils park their bikes in our bike store everyday in June. Scooters are also encouraged so please
give it a try. Further information can be found below. If parents would like to try something new
then why not try the Tyne Green Park Run - It's free to take part but you need to register first. It's
not a race and families can take part for enjoyment whatever your pace! Follow the link below for
more information.
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/tynegreen/

I do hope everyone is able to have a rest over the next week and enjoy the festivities of the Platinum
Jubilee. We return to school on Monday 6th June.
Finally, this week we celebrate the feast of the Ascension of our Lord.
RE YEAR 6
By using the reading, ‘From death to life’ John 12: 24-25, the children in small groups, ‘acted

out’ some scenarios from their own daily lives which required them to change their ways to
illustrate the messages within the scripture. They were fantastic. Well done!

Buzzing about Books
For our new monthly newsletter ‘Buzzing about Books’ we are asking that
pupils complete a book review of a current book, type it up and send it to
parentcontact@hexhamstjoseps.uk Six reviews will make the published
list each month and will receive a small prize. The reviews need to tell us
what the book is about with reference to the author, characters and
storyline. Please don't forget to tell us why you enjoyed the book and
whether you would recommend the book to others.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations:
On Wednesday 8th June we will be celebrating the Queen's Jubilee in school.
The children will be allowed to wear home clothes on this day and along with
staff will be encouraged to wear the colours red, white and blue. We will be
having lunch outside, weather permitting, and spending the afternoon in
pastoral classes completing Jubilee themed activities.
We are all very much looking forward to this celebration.
Jubilee Cake Competition:
Many thanks for all the splendid Jubilee cakes entries that we have so far (see
below) the closing date for the competition has now been extended to Monday

6th June. Photographs of your masterpieces should be sent to parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk

Y8 Awards Evening:
We are delighted that we are once again able to hold our annual Y8
Awards Evening. This is one of the celebrations that we have really missed
over the last two years as a school. The evening is our way of saying thank
you to our Y8 pupils for all they have achieved during their time at St
Joseph’s and to give them the send off they deserve as they move to their
chosen High School. Information has been sent out to Y8 parents via
ParentMail.
Commonwealth Essay Competition:
Just a reminder that The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is now open for entries and will
close for submissions on the 30th June 2022.
Each year, young people write on a theme that explores the Commonwealth’s values and principles.
This year, on the occasion of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, young Commonwealth writers are asked
to reflect on inspirational leadership and to explore the positive impact that can be achieved
through commitment to their communities within the theme ‘Our Commonwealth’.
Open to all UK residents, aged 18 and under, the competition has two age categories: the Senior
Category for those aged 14 – 18 years, and the Junior Category for those under 14 years. The top
two winners from each category will win a trip to London for a week of educational and cultural
activities, culminating in a special Awards Ceremony, usually held at Buckingham Palace and hosted

by the Society’s Vice-Patron, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall. All successful entries are
recognised for their participation, receiving Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards for excellence in writing
or a Certificate of Participation
For more information on how to enter the competition please visit, www.royalcwsociety.org.
FSM - Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
Many families will now have seen the increase in both utility bills and the cost of the weekly shop.
With this in mind can I remind parents that you may be entitled to free school meals.
The criteria is as below:
● Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400
● Income Support
● Income - based Jobseekers Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190
● Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
● Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for
a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit).
● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Please follow the link below to see if you may be eligible.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
E-SAFETY AT HOME:
Keeping young people safe online can seem like a daunting task but having a conversation about
ways to keep safe is a great start. No one is an expert in the internet as it is moving at such a fast
pass. Sitting down and making a family agreement with children at home is a great start. Below are
also some useful tips on how you can keep your children safe online. We also really recommend you
have a look at Childnet International online.
●

●

●

●

Set fair and consistent rules in relation to your child’s internet use at home. As they get
older, try to agree the rules with them so that they have some control over their digital
world.
Teach your child to think critically about what they see, read or hear online. For young
children encourage them to ask “what would mum or dad say about that”? As they get
older they need to be able to assess for themselves whether they are in a risky online place
and whether the information they are receiving is reliable and helpful to them.
Maintain a positive outlook on your child’s use of the internet. Whatever you think to the
stuff they watch or the hours they spend on Instagram or Youtube, if you constantly criticise
the apps or games they love, they are not going to want to talk to you about their online life.
Remember if something happens online at home don’t get mad, get curious.
Children who can recover from an online mistake can learn and avoid making the same
mistake again. You can help by making it easy for them to talk to you about their mishaps.
Try and keep calm and carry on! Think carefully about blocking apps or websites. This can
exacerbate the problem. Making sure they know where to go for help if they need it, and
recognising if they are not recovering well so you can step in and help. Don’t forget parents
can also talk to their child’s school about online safety.

●

Allow your child to explore and take charge of their online life. Having some control over any
given situation is an important part of resilience – and such an important part of

SAFEGUARDING - SPEAK OUT, STAY SAFE (NSPCC):
After the well deserved half term break, KS2 children at St. Joseph’s, will take part in an assembly
and classroom activities on, “Speak Out, Stay Safe”, using the materials provided by the NSPCC. The
assembly, which features Ant and Dec, supports children to feel empowered - knowing how they can
speak out and stay safe.
This is an effective way to support St. Joseph’s safeguarding duties; it links directly to the curriculum,
as well as helping to reinforce key messages about abuse and neglect.
With the help of the NSPCC mascot, Buddy the speech bubble, children will know they have the right
to:
● speak out and be heard
● be safe
● get help when they need it

Bike Week
Our school is promoting all things cycling during the month of June to coincide with Bike Week
which is held from 6-12 June.
Bike Week is a nationwide event which started 96 years ago by Cycling UK, since then it has been
the mission of Bike Week to help people discover their passion for cycling.
Bike Week is the annual celebration of everything that’s wonderful about cycling. It’s a time to remind
ourselves of all the positives that riding a bike can bring, including our own health and wellbeing which
is the theme of this year’s event.
What can I do as a parent/carer?
• Encourage your child to cycle during June and why not give it a go yourself as well. • For more
inspiration and lots of hints and tips about cycling visit The Big Northumberland Gear Change

Junior Golf Camp at Matfen Hall:

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Tuesday 14th June

Y8 Trip to SnoZone

Wednesday 15th June

5M to Hexham Abbey

Thursday 16th June

PTA Father’s Day Pop up stall
Y7 Trip to SnoZone

Monday 20th June

Y8 Group Photograph

Thursday 23rd June

5S to Hexham Abbey

Friday 24th June

PTA Summer Fair 1.30 - 3pm

Friday 15th July

Leavers Disco - all year groups welcome 7 - 8.30pm

PTA EVENTS
● Father’s Day Pop up stall Thursday 16th June - donations needed. Please hand in to Mrs
Stoves. All items will be available for £1 on the day
● Summer Fair Friday 24th June - donations of books, toys, games, gift bags,cuddly toys and
plants are needed. The students will also be having their own class stalls as well as the
funfair, candy floss lady and ice cream van. Please come along and support SJMS.
● Leavers Disco 15th July 2022 7 -8.30pm all students are welcome to attend
Thank you all once again for your continued support throughout the year.

Daily Liturgical Prayer
During Eastertide, we remember that the risen Jesus gave us the gifts of hope, joy and
peace. The prayers that the children have been practising have been becoming still in His
presence to become gradually more aware of His gift of peace.

Gospel : Luke 24:46-53
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘You see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that,
in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.
‘And now I am sending down to you what the Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until you are
clothed with the power from on high.’
Then he took them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. Now
as he blessed them, he withdrew from them and was carried up to heaven. They worshipped him and then
went back to Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually in the Temple praising God.

God bless

Mr P Naughton

