St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves,learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 17th June 2022

Statement to Live By:
At The Altar
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our
target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It has been a wonderful week at St Joseph's Middle School with warm weather enjoyed by all staff and pupils.
This week, have had so many visits out and a number of visitors in. In preparation for their transfer to high school,
Year 8 pupils had a visit from some of the staff at QEHS and had the opportunity to have a Spanish taster lesson.
They also had an assembly from Mr Main where they were able to ask any questions they had and later in the week,
Mr Seaton, Head of school at QEHS, came for a tour and introduction to our Year 8s.
Our Year 7 pupils also had the opportunity to tour Queen Elizabeth High School on Wednesday in preparation for
them deciding which high school they will apply for next year.
I had the pleasure of being part of the Year 8 Snozone trip on Tuesday and it was brilliant. The pupils picked up so
many skiing skills in such a short amount of time, hopefully, they will get other opportunities to ski in years to come.
Y7 visited Snozone on Thursday and the feedback has been really positive from both staff and pupils alike. Please see
Facebook for more photos.
I would like to think that the weather we have had over the last few days is a sign of things to come. Please get your
child to put sunscreen on before coming to school and bringing a water bottle is essential. We have had new water
stations installed for pupils to fill bottles with chilled water.

Staffing Changes:
Sadly for us, after a combined 25 years at St Joseph’s and St Mary’s, I must tell you that Mr and Mrs Seddon will
leave us this summer to begin what we hope is a long and happy retirement. Mrs Seddon has been an inspirational
teacher, deputy head and acting headteacher over the years and she will be missed greatly by both staff and pupils
at both schools. Mr Seddon has always taught science and maths with such passion and creativity at St Joseph’s and
he is extremely popular with the whole school community. I am sure you will all join us in wishing them well for the
future.
I am delighted to say that we have been able to fill Mr Seddon's post with experienced staff from St Thomas More
for September.
Transfer Day:
I am delighted to say that the Hexham Partnership Transfer Day will go ahead this year after a break of two years
due to Covid. It will take place on Tuesday 12th July and once arrangements have been finalised, further information
will be sent home.
Be Safe - Safeguarding Workshops:
We are always trying to keep our pupils aware of the dangers they may encounter and we were pleased to be able
to ask Dave Burns to deliver age appropriate workshops this week to all the classes about keeping safe whether it be
online, peer on peer pressure or knife crime. Thanks to Dave for delivering them and keeping pupils aware of some
of the difficulties they may face.
Book Fest:

This week you may have noticed the wonderful “Speigeltent” near to Hexham Abbey. This venue, as well as
The Queen’s Hall, have played host to the annual Hexham Children’s Book Festival. Some of our avid
readers have attended several events over the course of the week. Y5 saw an adaptation of “The Secret
Garden” and Y6 heard M.G Leonard discuss her detective novels set on trains as well as the queen of
historical fiction, Emma Carroll. A fantastic event, we hope it has inspired them to read their novels, but
also to become an author themselves!

Jubilee Celebrations:
On Wednesday 8th June, St Joseph’s staff and pupils celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We had hoped to eat
our lunch outside but unfortunately, the great British weather had other ideas that day! Not to be defeated, the
celebrations took place inside and everyone enjoyed their day.

Hexham Abbey - Jubilee Concert:
As part of the Queen's platinum jubilee our school choir was invited to perform in a musical celebration at Hexham
Abbey . The pupils performed brilliantly and got the chance to hear various musical groups from the Tynedale area. If
you would like to watch the choir performance please go to our Facebook page and click on the link. Their
performance starts 15 minutes into the recording.
Jubilee Art:
This vibrant new display in the hall celebrates the Jubilee and is inspired by pop art. It includes a silk painting, foam
printing and collaged images of the Queen, corgis, Union Jacks and Jubilee imagery. It was created by pupils in Year 7
and Year 8 under the expert guidance of our very own Queen of the Art Room - Mrs Thompson.
Mrs Thompson has worked tirelessly in our hall this year creating amazing displays! We think you’ll agree it is
absolutely fantastic!

Jubilee Cake Competition:
Thank you to everyone who entered our Jubilee Cake Competition. What a hard task Miss Bentley had picking a
winner out of the absolutely fabulous entries!

The winner is
Madeleine, Y5, with her fantastic corgi cake and Sophia, Y7, coming a very close
second. Well done to everyone who entered, can you all see the office for your school money.

Theatre sans Frontiere
The Theatre Sans Frontieres visited St Joseph’s and presented a feast of magical, theatrical tales from around the
French speaking world. Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed participating in this performance, which is based in simple
French with some English.

Y5/6 Boys and Girls Cricket Tournament:
Congratulations to our Y5 and Y6 boys and girls cricket teams who competed at the Tynedale Cricket Tournament at
Stocksfield Cricket Club yesterday.

Snozone
On Tuesday and Wednesday of this week, our Y7 and Y8 pupils spent the day at SnoZone in Yorkshire. The
speed at which they progressed throughout the day was phenomenal. Well done everyone and thank you
to the staff who accompanied them, it was long day!

Y5 Hexham Abbey trip
Hexham Abbey
We took 5M to Hexham Abbey on Wednesday to experience a taste of what it was like to be a mediaeval
monastic monk. Their behaviour was exemplary and it was a fantastic day. The pupils were able to find out
a little bit about the rich history of the abbey as well as try their hands at a little bit of stone masonry,
working in a scriptorium and dressing up as a benedictine monk to pray.
We look forward to taking 5S there next Thursday for their turn!

Buzzing about Books
For our new monthly newsletter ‘Buzzing about Books’ we are asking that pupils complete
a book review of a current book, type it up and send it to
parentcontact@hexhamstjoseps.uk Six reviews will make the published list each month
and will receive a small prize. The reviews need to tell us what the book is about with
reference to the author, characters and storyline. Please don't forget to tell us why you
enjoyed the book and whether you would recommend the book to others.

Y8 Leavers’ Photograph:
On Monday 20th June, the photographer will be in school to take a group photo of our Y8 pupils. We ask that all
pupils come to school in full school uniform but that they bring their leavers hoodies to change into for another
group photograph after the official one. They may also have friendship group photos on the day if they would like.

Y8 Awards Evening:
We are delighted that we are once again able to hold our annual Y8 Awards Evening. This is one of the celebrations
that we have really missed over the last two years as a school. The evening is our way of saying thank you to our Y8
pupils for all they have achieved over the last four years and to give them the send off they deserve as they move to
their chosen High School. Information has been sent out to Y8 parents via ParentMail together with an online form.
Could you please complete the form as soon as possible to enable the office to finalise arrangements.

Commonwealth Essay Competition:
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is still open for entries and will close for submissions on the 30th
June 2022.
Each year, young people write on a theme that explores the Commonwealth’s values and principles. This year, on
the occasion of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, young Commonwealth writers are asked to reflect on inspirational
leadership and to explore the positive impact that can be achieved through commitment to their communities
within the theme ‘Our Commonwealth’.
Open to all UK residents, aged 18 and under, the competition has two age categories: the Senior Category for those
aged 14 – 18 years, and the Junior Category for those under 14 years. The top two winners from each category will
win a trip to London for a week of educational and cultural activities, culminating in a special Awards Ceremony,
usually held at Buckingham Palace and hosted by the Society’s Vice-Patron, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Cornwall. All successful entries are recognised for their participation, receiving Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards for
excellence in writing or a Certificate of Participation
For more information on how to enter the competition please visit, www.royalcwsociety.org.
FSM - Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
Many families will now have seen the increase in both utility bills and the cost of the weekly shop.
With this in mind can I remind parents that you may be entitled to free school meals.
The criteria is as below:
● Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400
● Income Support
● Income - based Jobseekers Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190
● Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
● Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for
a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit).
● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Please follow the link below to see if you may be eligible.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
E-SAFETY AT HOME:
Keeping young people safe online can seem like a daunting task but having a conversation about ways to keep safe is
a great start. No one is an expert in the internet as it is moving at such a fast pass. Sitting down and making a family
agreement with children at home is a great start. Below are also some useful tips on how you can keep your children
safe online. We also really recommend you have a look at Childnet International online.
●

Set fair and consistent rules in relation to your child’s internet use at home. As they get older, try to agree
the rules with them so that they have some control over their digital world.

●

●

●

●

Teach your child to think critically about what they see, read or hear online. For young children encourage
them to ask “what would mom or dad say about that”? As they get older they need to be able to assess for
themselves whether they are in a risky online place and whether the information they are receiving is
reliable and helpful to them.
Maintain a positive outlook on your child’s use of the internet. Whatever you think to the stuff they watch or
the hours they spend on Instagram or Youtube, if you constantly criticise the apps or games they love, they
are not going to want to talk to you about their online life. Remember if something happens online at home
don’t get mad, get curious.
Children who can recover from an online mistake can learn and avoid making the same mistake again. You
can help by making it easy for them to talk to you about their mishaps. Try and keep calm and carry on!
Think carefully about blocking apps or websites. This can exacerbate the problem. Making sure they know
where to go for help if they need it, and recognising if they are not recovering well so you can step in and
help. Don’t forget parents can also talk to their child’s school about online safety.
Allow your child to explore and take charge of their online life. Having some control over any given situation
is an important part of resilience – and such an important part of using the internet responsibly.

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 20th June

Y8 Group Photograph

Monday 27th June

Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday - St Joseph’s
and St Mary’s will be closed

Thursday 23rd June

5S to Hexham Abbey

Friday 24th June

PTA Summer Fair 1.30 - 3pm

Monday 4th - Wednesday 6th July

Y6 pupils to Lockerbie Manor

Tuesday 12th July

Hexham Partnership Transfer Day

Friday 15th July

Leavers Disco - all year groups welcome 7 - 8.30pm

PTA EVENTS
● Summer Fair Friday 24th June - donations of books, toys, games, gift bags,cuddly toys and plants are
needed. The students will also be having their own class stalls as well as the funfair, candy floss lady and
ice cream van. Please come along and support SJMS.
● Leavers Disco 15th July 2022 7 -8.30pm all students are welcome to attend
Thank you all once again for your continued support throughout the year.

Daily Liturgical Prayer

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ celebrates Jesus’s greatest gift to us – His very
self in the Blessed Sacrament. The prayers this week don’t take place in front of the Blessed Sacrament, but
a series of meditations lead the children towards the presence of Jesus in a new way. Children will be
invited to practise responding to the miracle of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament by adoring, loving, thanking,
asking and respecting Him.
Gospel

Luke 9: 11 - 17
Jesus made the crowds welcome and talked to them about the kingdom of God; and He cured those who were in
need of healing. It was late afternoon when the Twelve came to Him and said, “Send the people away, and they
can go to the villages and farms round about to find lodging and food; for we are in a lonely place here.” He
replied, “Give them something to eat yourselves.” But they said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish,
unless we are to go ourselves and buy food for all these people.” For there were about five thousand men. But He
said to His disciples, “Get them to sit down in parties of about fifty.” They did so and made them all sit down.
Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, raised His eyes to heaven, and said the blessing over them; then He
broke them and handed them to His disciples to distribute among the crowd. They all ate as much as they wanted,
and when the scraps remaining were collected, they filled twelve baskets.

God bless

Mr P Naughton

