St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 15th July 2022

Statement to Live By:

Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our
target.
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Dear Parents/Carers,
It is hard to believe that the 2021-2022 school year is almost at its end. Next week is our last week of term and we
finally say good-bye to our wonderful Y8 pupils as our school closes for the Summer holiday. They have been
magnificent in every way and I wish them all the best for the future. It was a privilege to have been part of the
Leavers’ Mass on Wednesday and I am looking forward to tonight's leavers disco, Monday’s Y8 Awards evening and
finally Tuesday's Music Concert.
This year has been far from easy with the Omicron variant featuring heavily in the winter which sadly brought an end
to our planned Ski Trip but we resiliently bounced back and have finished the year strongly with very little disruption
than previously experienced.
This is an extremely busy time of year for everyone and we have many exhausted staff and pupils who are ready for
a holiday. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and flexibility through the
year. I cannot thank you enough for your patience and understanding, particularly when we have had to disappoint
our pupils. The last few months have been a pleasure with parents regularly visiting school and being able to

celebrate the achievements of our pupils at St Joseph's. Personally, I am so thankful for the hard work,
determination and resilience that the pupils and staff have shown this year. The children have been a true credit to
all parents, carers and the community of Hexham and surrounding areas.
Finally, I want to thank all staff for their hard work and perseverance in helping us deliver the best possible
educational experience to our pupils during the last academic year. To the school leadership teams, governors and
parish priests for their joint efforts to ensure pupils have an outstanding school environment. It is our staff who
make this school the terrific school it is and a wonderful place of work and learning.
I am so proud of how welcoming St Joseph’s and St Mary’s communities have been to me and I am extremely sad to
be leaving at the end of next week. I have had a wonderful two years in Hexham and will leave with so many happy
memories. Mr Wood and our new staff members have regularly been in and out of school over the last few weeks
and they are looking forward to welcoming everyone back in September.
I would also like to take this opportunity to say farewell to Mrs Bell who has been a teacher with us over the last
18months, Mrs Flanagan from the office, Ryan Dixon from our cleaning team and Mrs Plunkett, one of our TAs who
are all leaving us this summer. On behalf of all the staff and pupil I wish you all the very best of luck for the future.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer.

End of Year Reports:
On Tuesday evening, you will receive your child’s End of Year Report. This will be sent via ParentMail along
with a letter of explanation. Parents of pupils in Y6 will also receive their child’s SATs results on the same
ParentMail.
If you do not receive this ParentMail could you please email parentcontact@hexhamstjosephs.uk and a
member of the office staff will be in touch.
Year 8 Leavers Mass:
On Wednesday, the year 8 pupils and staff celebrated Mass with Father Jeff at St Mary’s Church. The theme of the
Mass was ‘Goodbye’. This was a very special celebration for the year 8 pupils’ at St Joseph’s.
Confirmation:
Several of our present and past pupils celebrated their Sacrament of Confirmation, which was offered by Bishop
Robert Byrne on Tuesday 12th July. It was a beautiful evening and shared with family, friends and parishioners.

Lockerbie Manor:
Last week, we were delighted to take 42 year 6 pupils to Lockerbie Manor Adventure Centre from Monday through
to Wednesday. It was a great success, with children taking part in a wide range of activities from kayaking and stand
up paddle boarding to zip wiring and climbing. All those who went showed great determination and resilience to
push themselves and take part in activities that, for some, would have seemed rather daunting. The behaviour of the

pupils was fantastic and it was a pleasure for the staff that went to see them outside of the classroom and in a
completely different environment.

Sports Week:
This week pupils have experienced a range of different sporting activities as part of sports week. Pupils have taken
part in some of the following sports; dodgeball, tennis, dance, table tennis, golf, cricket and rounders. The weather
has been kind to us and it has been fantastic to see everyone so active.

KS2 Fun Day:
What a wonderful experience for our KS2 fun day. The weather was glorious and a fantastic day was had by
everyone. Mr Simpson and Miss Mooney even had a turn on the slide and the bouncy castle!

Y7 Fun Day:
Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed their fun day. So much energy, laughter and enthusiasm was shared. I am sure they all
slept exceptionally well on Thursday night. Everyone was beautifully behaved. You were an absolute credit to your
school, peers and yourselves.

Supporting Ukraine
Next Friday (22nd July), we are raising money to help support Ukraine. The pupils will have an assembly about
Ukraine at the start of the week and we shall explain to the children how they can help.
On Friday, pupils can come in home clothes with an emphasis on yellow and blue. Pupils choosing to come in home
clothes should bring a £1 donation, which can be added to the day’s total. Those families, who would like to donate
more, feel free to do so. We shall also hold a cake sale at breaktime on Friday. Any donations of cakes and biscuits
are welcome and pupils who would like to purchase any cakes should bring in some loose change. Biscuits will be on
sale from 20p and cakes from 50p to add to the cause.

The children will all be asked to write a prayer on a yellow or blue post it note. The post it notes will be gathered to
create the ‘Ukraine flag of prayers’ which will be displayed in the school hall.

Uniform
St. Thomas More in Blaydon are no longer taking a girls’ fit and a boys’ fit PE polo shirt as it is easier to offer a unisex
fit – similar to St Joseph’s.
However, Salto have a large number of girls’ PE polos left in the smaller sizes eg. 9-10, XXS and XS. There are only 2
differences to the PE polos that our children currently wear – the girls’ is a smaller fit and there are no buttons on
the neck.
You can view both girls’ fit and unisex here on the STM page:
https://www.saltouk.com/index.php?route=product/category&path=59_143_145
The current price for this polo shirt is £14, Salto are offering them at £5 as a clearance price.
To avoid confusion, they will make it clear on the website that these are a ‘one-off’ and that the sizing will differ to
the current polo. The actual chest size will be on the website to help you make an informed choice.
Please note: the deadline for uniform orders is today, 15th July, for delivery before September.
https://www.saltouk.com
FSM - Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
Many families will now have seen the increase in both utility bills and the cost of the weekly shop.
With this in mind can I remind parents that you may be entitled to free school meals.
The criteria is as below:
● Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400
● Income Support
● Income - based Jobseekers Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190
● Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
● Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for
a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit).
● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Please follow the link below to see if you may be eligible.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
E-SAFETY AT HOME:
Keeping young people safe online can seem like a daunting task but having a conversation about ways to keep safe is
a great start. No one is an expert in the internet as it is moving at such a fast pass. Sitting down and making a family
agreement with children at home is a great start. Below are also some useful tips on how you can keep your children
safe online. We also really recommend you have a look at Childnet International online.
●
●

Set fair and consistent rules in relation to your child’s internet use at home. As they get older, try to agree
the rules with them so that they have some control over their digital world.
Teach your child to think critically about what they see, read or hear online. For young children encourage
them to ask “what would mum or dad say about that”? As they get older they need to be able to assess for
themselves whether they are in a risky online place and whether the information they are receiving is
reliable and helpful to them.

●

●

●

Maintain a positive outlook on your child’s use of the internet. Whatever you think to the stuff they watch or
the hours they spend on Instagram or Youtube, if you constantly criticise the apps or games they love, they
are not going to want to talk to you about their online life. Remember if something happens online at home
don’t get mad, get curious.
Children who can recover from an online mistake can learn and avoid making the same mistake again. You
can help by making it easy for them to talk to you about their mishaps. Try and keep calm and carry on!
Think carefully about blocking apps or websites. This can exacerbate the problem. Making sure they know
where to go for help if they need it, and recognising if they are not recovering well so you can step in and
help. Don’t forget parents can also talk to their child’s school about online safety.
Allow your child to explore and take charge of their online life. Having some control over any given situation
is an important part of resilience – and such an important part of using the internet responsibly.

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 18th July

Y8 Awards Evening 7.00pm

Tuesday 19th July

Summer Concert 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Wednesday 20th July

Y8 Leavers’ Meal

Thursday 21st July

Y8 Trip to Fusion Trampoline Park

Friday 22nd July

Support Ukraine - Yellow and blue home clothes day
and cake sale
School closes for Summer break

Daily Liturgical Prayer
In this week’s Gospel we heard about the sisters, Mary and Martha, who invited Jesus and His friends into their
home. Whilst Martha was busy, Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His words and teaching. She trusted Jesus.
She surrendered all the other things that she could be doing and focused upon Him. She believed in all He was
saying and opened her heart and soul to receive His teachings. This week’s prayers invite children to follow Mary’s
example: to spend time with Jesus; to trust in and surrender to Him; to reflect and believe that God is ever present
and give thanks for God’s grace that we have received this academic year.

Gospel
Today’s reading is from the Gospel of Luke 10: 38 - 42
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. She had a sister called Mary, who
sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to Him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all the serving said, “Lord,
do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell her to help me.” But the Lord
answered: “Martha, Martha,” He said, “you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only
one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from her.”

God bless

Mr P Naughton

