St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School
The family of St. Joseph’s loves,learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Fortnightly Newsletter – Friday 1st July 2022

Statement to Live By:
Give Me Joy In My Heart
Attendance Information: Our target for attendance is 98%
Please strive to make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our
target.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is hard to believe that we only have three weeks left of the current academic year with so much going on and so
many exciting events still to come at St Joseph's.
Can I start by thanking everyone who supported Mrs Stoves last week in our annual Summer Fair. Thanks to Mrs
Stoves, staff and parents we managed to raise a staggering £1000 for the school fund. The children had a fantastic
time and the event was well supported by parents.
This week we have seen Y5s visit The Queen’s Hall to see a brilliant workshop on percussion by Steve Moore and also
Hexham Abbey with Mr Hudson. We also welcomed Y4s for a rounder’s afternoon as part of a fantastic transition
programme organised by Mrs Stoves.
It was lovely to welcome Y6 parents into school on Monday as part of next week's Lockerbie Manor experience. Mr
Hudson and Mrs Dotchin will both be leading this outdoor residential which will be a brilliant experience for our
children.
It is with a heavy heart that I have two staffing changes to announce for September 2022. Mrs Coulson will be
leaving us after 7 years of dedicated teaching within St Joseph's Middle School's English department. She has
brought so much to our school and is very much a dynamic teacher who will be sorely missed by everyone. Mrs
Coulson is moving to Excelsior Academy in Newcastle and her position has been filled by the talented Lucy King from
St Thomas More, who will undertake her new post in September. It is also with great sadness that after 18 years at
St Joseph’s, we say farewell to Mr Rosier who will be joining the Pele Trust in Ponteland as Head of Music. Mr Rosier
has helped our school to become a beacon for music and was instrumental in our school achieving Arts School Status

a number of years ago. I am, however, delighted that we have been able to appoint Mr Roberts from St Thomas
More to fill this post and continue the excellent achievements of Mr Rosier.
We wish both Mrs Coulson and Mr Rosier all the very best in their new posts.
Our new Headteacher, Mr Wood, has been visiting school regularly so there is a smooth transition between us for
September.
We still have a number of clubs taking place and I can announce that next week will be the final week for running
club. I have included a few dates for parents at the end of the newsletter and will post any further updates on
parentmail.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Trip to Hexham Abbey:
On Thursday 23rd June, 5S enjoyed their trip to Hexham Abbey as part of the history curriculum. It was a tiring but
great day and the pupils were excellent. They enjoyed the opportunity to find out more about life as a mediaeval
monastic monk by dressing up, taking part in a choral prayer, practising their scriptorum and using clay to
experiment with the difficulties of being intricate stone masons. A great time had by teachers and pupils alike.

Percussion Workshop:
Year 5 pupils from St Joseph's and year 4 pupils from St Mary’s went to The Queens Hall for a percussion workshop
and performance led by Steven Moore. He demonstrated various types of tuned and untuned percussion and pupils
even got to try some of the instruments themselves. Thank you Mr Moore for a wonderful, musical afternoon.

Y8 Awards Evening:
Just a reminder that our Y8 Awards Evening will take place on Monday 18th July. Y8
parents have been sent an invitation via a form on Parentmail. If you have not yet
completed this form could I ask that you do this no later than Monday 4th July, to
enable final seating arrangements to be made.
The PTA will serve refreshments from 6.45 with the evening starting at 7pm. Please
note, due to the size of our hall we must limit the numbers to two adult guests per
Y8 pupil. I am afraid this does mean that siblings will not be able to attend.
Rounder’s afternoon:
On Wednesday, we held a rounders afternoon for the Y4 children who will be joining St Joseph’s in September. This
was a lovely afternoon which gave the children the chance to meet each other ahead of their first official day in
September. A big thank you to Mrs Stoves, Mr Secker and our amazing Sports Leaders for organising and running this
fun event.
Transfer Day:
The Hexham Partnership Transfer Day will take place on Tuesday 12th July. Our Y8 pupils will spend the day at
Queen Elizabeth High School and we will welcome the Y4 pupils from across the partnership for the day. We are
looking forward to this day after a break of two years. Y4 pupils have had their arrangement letters and Y8 parents
will be sent more information this week.
GL Assessments
Our Y8 pupils will be undertaking their GL assessments in maths and English next week.
Summer Music Concert
We are delighted to be able to have an in person concert for the first time in a couple of years. It will take place on
Tuesday 19th July in the school hall. The concert will start at 6.30 p.m. and finish at approximately 8.15 p.m. Pupils
who are involved in the concert will need to arrive at school by 6.p.m.
The concert will feature music performed by the school drum groups, orchestra, jazz group, choir as well as various
soloists. There will also be summer refreshments in the interval which is kindly being provided by the PTA.
Hexham Partnership Community Cohesion Group, Anti Litter Campaigns.
On Friday 24th June, some of our pupils took part in a Cohesion Group day at QEHS. The purpose of the day was for a
range of children from the Hexham Partnership to design and prepare a campaign that influences people in our
community who would otherwise drop litter to stop doing this. They were able to watch videos, listen to guest
speakers, and be involved in small group, eco-friendly, anti-littering discussions and activities. It was a fun day with a
key environmental purpose.

Walk For Lily
Year 5 pupils will be taking part in a fun walk in the Sele Park to raise money for one of our pupils' younger siblings,
Lilly. Lilly is currently in the Freeman hospital recovering from a heart transplant. Lilly’s chosen charity CHUF
supports children and families who receive treatment at the Children’s Heart Unit based at the Freeman Hospital
and many other hospitals providing care for cardiac patients throughout the North East.
Year 5 pupils should come to school in their P.E kits on Wednesday 13th July ready for their walk. Teachers will
escort the pupils to the Sele Park and it would be lovely if families could meet us there to join in. A donation to
CHUF would be fantastic from each pupil if possible. More details will be sent out via parentmail regarding this
event.
Lilly is still in hospital and being supported by her doctors during this time. She is an absolute inspiration to everyone
and we want to support her wonderful family through her difficult and lengthy treatment. Can I also ask that
everyone continues to pray for Lilly and her family.

Uniform Order Deadline:
Our supplier, Salto, has asked that all orders for uniforms be placed by 15th July to ensure delivery before
September.
For clarification on compulsory items please see the school website. Please see below the link to Salto.
https://www.saltouk.com
FSM - Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?
Many families will now have seen the increase in both utility bills and the cost of the weekly shop.
With this in mind can I remind parents that you may be entitled to free school meals.
The criteria is as below:
● Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400
● Income Support
● Income - based Jobseekers Allowance
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
● Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
income, as assessed by HMRC that does not exceed £16,190
● Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit
● Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment someone receives for
a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit).
● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Please follow the link below to see if you may be eligible.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
E-SAFETY AT HOME:
Keeping young people safe online can seem like a daunting task but having a conversation about ways to keep safe is
a great start. No one is an expert in the internet as it is moving at such a fast pass. Sitting down and making a family
agreement with children at home is a great start. Below are also some useful tips on how you can keep your children
safe online. We also really recommend you have a look at Childnet International online.
●

Set fair and consistent rules in relation to your child’s internet use at home. As they get older, try to agree
the rules with them so that they have some control over their digital world.

●

●

●

●

Teach your child to think critically about what they see, read or hear online. For young children encourage
them to ask “what would mom or dad say about that”? As they get older they need to be able to assess for
themselves whether they are in a risky online place and whether the information they are receiving is
reliable and helpful to them.
Maintain a positive outlook on your child’s use of the internet. Whatever you think to the stuff they watch or
the hours they spend on Instagram or Youtube, if you constantly criticise the apps or games they love, they
are not going to want to talk to you about their online life. Remember if something happens online at home
don’t get mad, get curious.
Children who can recover from an online mistake can learn and avoid making the same mistake again. You
can help by making it easy for them to talk to you about their mishaps. Try and keep calm and carry on!
Think carefully about blocking apps or websites. This can exacerbate the problem. Making sure they know
where to go for help if they need it, and recognising if they are not recovering well so you can step in and
help. Don’t forget parents can also talk to their child’s school about online safety.
Allow your child to explore and take charge of their online life. Having some control over any given situation
is an important part of resilience – and such an important part of using the internet responsibly.

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 4th - Wednesday 6th July

Y6 pupils to Lockerbie Manor

Tuesday 12th July

Hexham Partnership Transfer Day

Friday 15th July

Leavers Disco - all year groups welcome 7 - 8.30pm

Monday 18th July

Y8 Awards Evening 7.00pm

Tuesday 19th July

Summer Concert 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Thursday 21st July

Y8 Trip to Fusion Trampoline Park

Friday 22nd July

School closes for Summer break

Lockerbie Manor
We are very excited about taking Y6 to Lockerbie Manor Adventure Centre on Monday. Pupils should arrive at school
on Monday at the normal time, in comfortable home clothes and bring their luggage straight into the hall on arrival
before lining up as normal on the yard. The trip will be amazing and teachers are eager to see all of the pupils in a
different environment.
PTA EVENTS
● Leavers Disco 15th July 2022 7 -8.30pm all students are welcome to attend
Thank you all once again for your continued support throughout the year.

PTA Summer Fair
Our Summer Fair was a huge success with everyone enjoying the fantastic rides, stalls and activities on offer. We
raised an unbelievable £1000! We would like to thank everyone for making this possible and for coming and
supporting our school.

Daily Liturgical Prayer

Jesus sent His disciples out to spread the Good News, knowing that they would not be welcome everywhere they
went. His instructions were clear: speak peace to everyone and do good work amongst others but, if you are not
made welcome, move on. Our prayers this week will help children to respond lovingly and joyfully, even when they
are made to feel unwelcome. They will also pray to graciously, joyfully accept hospitality from others when it is
offered to them.

Gospel
Today’s reading is from the Gospel of Luke 10: 1 - 9
The Lord appointed seventy two others and sent them out ahead of Him, in pairs, to all the towns and places He
Himself was to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest
to send labourers to His harvest. Start off now, but remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.
Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you go into, let your first
words be, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him; if not, it will
come back to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have to offer, for the labourer
deserves his wages; do not move from house to house. Whenever you go into a town where they make you
welcome, eat what is set before you. Cure those in it who are sick, and say, ‘The kingdom of God is very near to
you.
God bless

Mr P Naughton

